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CO-CHAIRS’ REFLECTIONCO-CHAIRS’ REFLECTION
Ivy Koek & Pamela Morgan, NGO CSW/NY Co-ChairsIvy Koek & Pamela Morgan, NGO CSW/NY Co-Chairs

We are delighted to presentWe are delighted to present

the NGO Committee on thethe NGO Committee on the

Status of Women, New yorkStatus of Women, New york

Forum Report, which gives anForum Report, which gives an

overview of civil society’soverview of civil society’s
participation during the 2024participation during the 2024

Forum. As this was our firstForum. As this was our first

Forum as Co-Chairs of NGOForum as Co-Chairs of NGO

CSW/NY, we were certain toCSW/NY, we were certain to

face a learning curve, butface a learning curve, but

there were several unexpectedthere were several unexpected

challenges along the way,challenges along the way,

such as in our attempt at asuch as in our attempt at a

new virtual platform.new virtual platform.    
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Without the grace, support and patience of all of you, it would not have

been possible to pull off this Forum. We hope this report can capture the

vibrancy, dedication, and impact of our global community's engagement

at the foremost UN convening to advance women’s rights.

The NGO CSW68 Forum brought together 12,300 advocates, activists, and

representatives from civil society organizations globally to discuss,

strategize, and collaborate around the 68th Commission on the Status

of Women priority theme of “Accelerating the achievement of gender

equality and the empowerment of all women and girls by addressing

poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with a gender

perspective.” 

We received a record number of over 900 parallel event applications! We

introduced a Healing and Community Space for the first time, brought

back the Artisan Fair and held 8 Civil Society Briefings at the UN.

Conversation Circles were held in person and virtually, with the Social

Justice session offered in four different languages.

Ivy Koek, Soka GakkaiIvy Koek, Soka Gakkai
InternationalInternational

Pamela Morgan, ZontaPamela Morgan, Zonta
InternationalInternational



Each year, the feedback we receive on the Forum underscores the criticalEach year, the feedback we receive on the Forum underscores the critical

role of civil society in driving progress on gender justice and highlightsrole of civil society in driving progress on gender justice and highlights

the need for continued collaboration and inclusive dialogue. As you arethe need for continued collaboration and inclusive dialogue. As you are

all aware, the Forum is an inclusive space where all are welcome, beyondall aware, the Forum is an inclusive space where all are welcome, beyond

those who can participate in the official CSW session. Your activethose who can participate in the official CSW session. Your active

participation and contributions are truly valuable. They have enrichedparticipation and contributions are truly valuable. They have enriched

discussions and provided a strong foundation for ongoing advocacy anddiscussions and provided a strong foundation for ongoing advocacy and

action.action.  

We extend our deepest gratitude to all participants, speakers, organizers,We extend our deepest gratitude to all participants, speakers, organizers,

volunteers, Executive Committee, and office staff including our Forumvolunteers, Executive Committee, and office staff including our Forum

Producer for a successful Forum. The heart you bring to your work, yourProducer for a successful Forum. The heart you bring to your work, your

passion, and your commitment are truly inspiring. It gives us great hopepassion, and your commitment are truly inspiring. It gives us great hope

of achieving our collective goal when we witness such collaborationof achieving our collective goal when we witness such collaboration

and goodwill. Our partnership with UN Women was a part of our successand goodwill. Our partnership with UN Women was a part of our success

and we appreciate all of their support in the lead-up to and throughoutand we appreciate all of their support in the lead-up to and throughout

the CSW. We thank them for their Collaboration with us and theirthe CSW. We thank them for their Collaboration with us and their

coordination behind the scenes for civil society engagement.coordination behind the scenes for civil society engagement.

In closing, we hope this report serves as a useful resource for allIn closing, we hope this report serves as a useful resource for all

stakeholders involved in the CSW process. Let us use these insights tostakeholders involved in the CSW process. Let us use these insights to

inform our strategies, strengthen our collaborations, and amplify ourinform our strategies, strengthen our collaborations, and amplify our

impact in the pursuit of gender equality and women's empowerment. Weimpact in the pursuit of gender equality and women's empowerment. We

look forward to working together to implement the recommendationslook forward to working together to implement the recommendations

outlined in this report.outlined in this report.

Thank you for your unwavering support and commitment to genderThank you for your unwavering support and commitment to gender

justice.justice.

In Solidarity,In Solidarity,

CHAIR'S REFLECTION (CONT.)
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WHO WE ARE

NGO Committee on the Status of Women, NY (or NGO CSW/NY) is aNGO Committee on the Status of Women, NY (or NGO CSW/NY) is a

convener of global civil society for the annual UN CSW and globalconvener of global civil society for the annual UN CSW and global

gender equality advocacy. We are a coalition of NGOs, civil societygender equality advocacy. We are a coalition of NGOs, civil society

organizations, and individuals concerned with gender equality andorganizations, and individuals concerned with gender equality and

the rights and empowerment of women and girls. NGO CSW/NY's mainthe rights and empowerment of women and girls. NGO CSW/NY's main

project is organizing the annual NGO CSW Forum in order to bridgeproject is organizing the annual NGO CSW Forum in order to bridge

the gap between global civil society and grassrootsthe gap between global civil society and grassroots

organizations, and the official UN Commission on the Status oforganizations, and the official UN Commission on the Status of

Women process in New York.Women process in New York.

ABOUT NGO CSW/NYABOUT NGO CSW/NY
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CO-CHAIRCO-CHAIR

zonta

international

VICE CHAIRVICE CHAIR

Servicios Ecumenicos

para la Reconciliacion y

Reconstruccion

Gillian D’Souza
Nazareth

COMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONS

SECRETARYSECRETARY

luisa kislinger

RECORDING SECRETARYRECORDING SECRETARYCo-CHAIRCo-CHAIR

 E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E

Ivy Koek Rosa Lizarde

TREASURERTREASURER

Soka Gakkai

International
Red Dot Foundation

UNITED NATIONS

FOUNDATION

M E M B E R S - A T - L A R G E

Rosemary
Barberet
International

Sociological

Association

sulekha Frank

 International

Alliance of Women

P A S T  C H A I R ,  E X - O F F I C I O

Unchained at last

NGO CSW/NYNGO CSW/NY
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NGO Committee on the Status of Women, NY (or NGO CSW/NY) is a convener of global

civil society for the annual UN CSW and global gender equality advocacy. We are a

coalition of NGOs, civil society organizations, and individuals concerned with

gender equality and the rights and empowerment of women and girls. NGO CSW/NY's

main project is organizing the annual NGO CSW Forum in order to bridge the gap

between global civil society and grassroots organizations, and the official UN

Commission on the Status of Women process in New York.

WHAT WE DOWHAT WE DO

MONTHLY MEETINGS
Each month, we host a meeting forEach month, we host a meeting for

our community with an expertour community with an expert

roundtable about a topic related toroundtable about a topic related to

gender equality. Each year, all ofgender equality. Each year, all of

our Monthly Meetings address theour Monthly Meetings address the

CSW priority theme in some way toCSW priority theme in some way to

align with the CSW process. Allalign with the CSW process. All

Monthly Meetings are virtual viaMonthly Meetings are virtual via

Zoom and open to the public. Zoom and open to the public. LearnLearn

more heremore here..

2

3
COMMUNITY BUILDING
Creating a supportive, inclusive, andCreating a supportive, inclusive, and

empowered community is veryempowered community is very

important to us at NGO CSW/NY.important to us at NGO CSW/NY.

Through our NGO CSW Forum,Through our NGO CSW Forum,

Monthly Meetings, and onlineMonthly Meetings, and online

presence, we want to bring togetherpresence, we want to bring together

women's rights activists, feminists,women's rights activists, feminists,

and gender equality advocates fromand gender equality advocates from

all walks of life to work towardall walks of life to work toward

global equality for women andglobal equality for women and

girls.girls.

NGO CSW FORUM
The NGO CSW Forum is the civilThe NGO CSW Forum is the civil

society gathering that runs parallelsociety gathering that runs parallel

to the to the UN Commission on the StatusUN Commission on the Status

of Womenof Women (CSW). Consisting of (CSW). Consisting of

hundreds of events throughout twohundreds of events throughout two

weeks, the Forum provides civilweeks, the Forum provides civil

society the opportunity to engage insociety the opportunity to engage in

the processes and CSW sessionsthe processes and CSW sessions

without ECOSOC-accreditation or awithout ECOSOC-accreditation or a

UN grounds pass.UN grounds pass.

1

Learn more
about the
NGO CSW
Forum and
how to
participate

Learn more
about the
NGO CSW NY
Monthly
Meetings

NGO CSW FORUM
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for Gender Equalityfor Gender Equality
GLOBAL YOUTH FELLOWSGLOBAL YOUTH FELLOWS
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In 2024, The Youth Leaders & Young Professionals (YLYP) program, anIn 2024, The Youth Leaders & Young Professionals (YLYP) program, an

initiative by NGO CSW/NY aimed at fostering intergenerationalinitiative by NGO CSW/NY aimed at fostering intergenerational

dialogue and empowering youth advocates in the global women'sdialogue and empowering youth advocates in the global women's

rights movement, launched an rights movement, launched an inaugural cohort of 20 global youthinaugural cohort of 20 global youth

fellowsfellows from diverse regions worldwide. the program seeks to from diverse regions worldwide. the program seeks to

strengthen the global community of gender equality advocates.strengthen the global community of gender equality advocates.

Global youth fellows engaged in various advocacy efforts, sharedGlobal youth fellows engaged in various advocacy efforts, shared

their stories through a multimedia publication, and participated intheir stories through a multimedia publication, and participated in

significant events leading up to and during csw68.significant events leading up to and during csw68.

A big thank you to our partner, Women Have wings, for helping us to make the global Youth

Fellowship possible and the United Nations foundation for helping us bring ten of our fellows to NYC

for CSW68!

https://ngocsw.org/global-youth-fellows/
https://ngocsw.org/global-youth-fellows/


SHRUTI SUHANI SINGH  (16) SHRUTI SUHANI SINGH  (16) 

FIJIFIJI  

TENDO RACHEAL (24) TENDO RACHEAL (24) 

UGANDAUGANDA CÉCILE ROTH (26)CÉCILE ROTH (26)

SPAINSPAIN

AMANDA ARROYO-CABEZAS (27)AMANDA ARROYO-CABEZAS (27)

COSTA RICACOSTA RICA

LILA MANSOUR (24)LILA MANSOUR (24)

CANADACANADA

ISHA MANDAL (25)ISHA MANDAL (25)

NEPALNEPAL

ASHNA BASU (29)ASHNA BASU (29)

AUSTRALIAAUSTRALIA

ADITI PADIYAR (32)ADITI PADIYAR (32)

INDIAINDIA

TAHINA BOOTH (38) TAHINA BOOTH (38) 

PAPUA NEW GUINEAPAPUA NEW GUINEA

MARINA CSIKOS (30)MARINA CSIKOS (30)

BELGIUM/HUNGARYBELGIUM/HUNGARYNGO CSW68 FORUM REPORT 09

for Gender Equalityfor Gender Equality
GLOBAL YOUTH FELLOWSGLOBAL YOUTH FELLOWS
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NICOLE MICHÈLE MEDZUH SOJIP  NICOLE MICHÈLE MEDZUH SOJIP  

CAMEROONCAMEROON

DANIELLA SOLANO MORALES (32)DANIELLA SOLANO MORALES (32)

COSTA RICACOSTA RICA

ELIZABETH MENDOZA MALDONADO (26)ELIZABETH MENDOZA MALDONADO (26)

PERUPERU

KHONGORZUL BATBAYAR(24)KHONGORZUL BATBAYAR(24)

MONGOLIAMONGOLIA

MARDHIA HUSSEIN   MARDHIA HUSSEIN   

IRAQIRAQ

HILUX FOKOU NGOUMO (19)HILUX FOKOU NGOUMO (19)

CAMEROONCAMEROON

HADIQA BASHIR (21)HADIQA BASHIR (21)

PAKISTANPAKISTAN

 MOUFEEDA HAIDAR (31) MOUFEEDA HAIDAR (31)

LEBANONLEBANON

ANGELINE EUGENIA ARIESTANTYA  (24)ANGELINE EUGENIA ARIESTANTYA  (24)

INDONESIAINDONESIA

SENAMILE MADLALA (27) SENAMILE MADLALA (27) 

SOUTH AFRICASOUTH AFRICA

for Gender Equalityfor Gender Equality
GLOBAL YOUTH FELLOWSGLOBAL YOUTH FELLOWS
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Inspiring anecdotes of youth

changemakers around the world

YOUTH STORIES OF CHANGE

by the inaugural cohort of the NGO CSW/NY

Global Youth Fellows

GLOBAL YOUTH FELLOWS
MULTIMEDIA PUBLICATION

After the forum, NGO CSW/Ny & the YLyps published youth stories of change:

inspiring anecdotes of youth changemakers around the world to share the

stories, activism, and advocacy efforts of the first-ever cohort of Global

Youth Fellows for Gender Equality. WE COMPILED MULTIMEDIA SUBMISSIONS

FROM MEMBERS OF THE CORHORT RANGING FROM PAINTINGS, TO PERSONAL ESSAYS,

TO POEMS. THESE STORIES SHOWCASE THE INSPIRING JOURNEYS OF YOUNG PEOPLE

STRIVING TO CREATE A MORE JUST AND EQUITABLE FUTURE FOR ALL. 

inspiring youth

stories!

 TO READ 

https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Youth-Publication-2024-compressed.pdf
https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Youth-Publication-2024-compressed.pdf


OVERVIEWOVERVIEW
OF THEOF THE

NGO CSWNGO CSW
FORUMFORUM

& THE UN CSW& THE UN CSW
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WHAT IS THEWHAT IS THE
NGO CSW FORUM?NGO CSW FORUM?

With over 750 events, the NGO CSW ForumWith over 750 events, the NGO CSW Forum

informs, engages, and inspires grassrootsinforms, engages, and inspires grassroots

efforts and gender equality advocacyefforts and gender equality advocacy

around the world. While the NGO CSWaround the world. While the NGO CSW

Forum runs parallel to and complementsForum runs parallel to and complements

the UN CSW, it is a separate process withthe UN CSW, it is a separate process with

separate organizers.separate organizers.

The The UN Commission on the Status of WomenUN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is an official (CSW) is an official

Commission of the United Nations which focuses on the rights andCommission of the United Nations which focuses on the rights and

empowerment of women and global gender equality. It's anempowerment of women and global gender equality. It's an

intergovernmental body consisting of 45 Member State governments ofintergovernmental body consisting of 45 Member State governments of

the UN. As the Secretariat of the CSW, UN Women (an official UN agency),the UN. As the Secretariat of the CSW, UN Women (an official UN agency),

supports all aspects of the Commission's work.supports all aspects of the Commission's work.

WHAT IS THE CSW?WHAT IS THE CSW?

The NGO CSW Forum is organized by and for global civil society, non-The NGO CSW Forum is organized by and for global civil society, non-

governmental organizations, and feminists to connect them with thegovernmental organizations, and feminists to connect them with the

official official United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (UN CSW)United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (UN CSW)

process.process.

Each year, the annual CSW session, which takes place for two weeks inEach year, the annual CSW session, which takes place for two weeks in

March in New York, focuses on a specifc topic related to genderMarch in New York, focuses on a specifc topic related to gender

equality known as the "priority theme." At the end of the two weeks, anequality known as the "priority theme." At the end of the two weeks, an

outcome document is produced on the theme.outcome document is produced on the theme.

NGO CSW68 FORUM REPORT 13

https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw-snapshot
https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw


NGONGO
CSWCSW

FORUMFORUM
Civil society gatheringCivil society gathering

parallel to the UN CSW &parallel to the UN CSW &

outside of the UNHQoutside of the UNHQ

Organized by NGO CSW/NY

(a civil society

organization)

Hosts Parallel Events and

other civil society-led

events, activities & spaces

Recommendations

prepared by civil society

to include in the CSW

outcome document

Free and open to the

public

UNUN  
CSWCSW

Official UN

Commission at the

UNHQ

Coordinated by UN

Women (a UN agency)

Hosts official Side

Events organized by UN

agencies, Member States

& CSOs

Outcome document

negotiated by Member

States

Only ECOSOC-accredited

orgs can officially

register

NGO CSW68 FORUM REPORT 14



68TH COMMISSION ON68TH COMMISSION ON
THE STATUS OFTHE STATUS OF
WOMEN (CSW68)WOMEN (CSW68)
The 68th session of the Commission on the Status of WomenThe 68th session of the Commission on the Status of Women

took place from 11 - 22 March 2024. All formal sessions weretook place from 11 - 22 March 2024. All formal sessions were

held in-person at the UN Headquarters in NYC while side eventsheld in-person at the UN Headquarters in NYC while side events

were hosted both in-person and virtually.were hosted both in-person and virtually.

Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and

the empowerment of all women and girls by

addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and

financing with a gender perspective

PRIORITY THEMEPRIORITY THEME

Social protection systems, access to public services

and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality

and the empowerment of women and girls

REVIEW THEMEREVIEW THEME

The Commission adopted Agreed Conclusions on 22

March 2024 after two weeks of negotiations between

Member States. Read the document here.

AGREED CONCLUSIONSAGREED CONCLUSIONS

NGO CSW68 FORUM REPORT 15

https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/csw-68-agreed-conclusions-advance-unedited-version-2024-03-22-en.pdf


SAFETYSAFETY
GUIDELINESGUIDELINES
Maintaining a safe and respectful environment for our participantsMaintaining a safe and respectful environment for our participants

continues to be a top priority for NGO CSW/NY. Continuing ourcontinues to be a top priority for NGO CSW/NY. Continuing our

practice from last year, all participants automatically agreed topractice from last year, all participants automatically agreed to

our our Safety GuidelinesSafety Guidelines when they registered for the NGO CSW68 Forum. when they registered for the NGO CSW68 Forum.

These guidelines emphasize respect, inclusivity, compassion, andThese guidelines emphasize respect, inclusivity, compassion, and

transparency to create a safe, welcoming environment for alltransparency to create a safe, welcoming environment for all

attendees. If you encountered hateful or unsafe situations on ourattendees. If you encountered hateful or unsafe situations on our

platform, please email platform, please email safety@ngocsw.orGsafety@ngocsw.orG and our staff will address and our staff will address

the issue immediately.the issue immediately.

NGO CSW/NY is committed to providing both a safe and fulfillingNGO CSW/NY is committed to providing both a safe and fulfilling

experience at the NGO CSW Forum. We provided a resource for bothexperience at the NGO CSW Forum. We provided a resource for both

Forum participants and Parallel Event organizers outliningForum participants and Parallel Event organizers outlining

information and tips on how to have a safe and secure experience atinformation and tips on how to have a safe and secure experience at

the Forum. See the resource on the next three pages. You can alsothe Forum. See the resource on the next three pages. You can also

download the resource download the resource herehere..

Additionally, in order to ensure maximum safety for participants atAdditionally, in order to ensure maximum safety for participants at

this years’ forum, we held a de-escalation training for our staff andthis years’ forum, we held a de-escalation training for our staff and

volunteers in the week prior to the event. This provided the techniquesvolunteers in the week prior to the event. This provided the techniques

needed to calmly de-escalate disruptive or potentially unsafeneeded to calmly de-escalate disruptive or potentially unsafe

situations, protecting the safety of everyone at the Forum. Wesituations, protecting the safety of everyone at the Forum. We

especially thank the NYC Commission on Human Rights for theirespecially thank the NYC Commission on Human Rights for their

professionalism and for providing the training.professionalism and for providing the training.  

SAFETY & SECURITY ATSAFETY & SECURITY AT
THE NGO CSW FORUMTHE NGO CSW FORUM

SAFETY FIRST

NGO CSW68 FORUM REPORT 16

https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Safety-Guidelines-Principles.pdf
mailto:virtualsafety@ngocsw.org
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SAFE & SECURESAFE & SECURE
NGO CSW68NGO CSW68
FORUM EXPERIENCEFORUM EXPERIENCE

HOW TO HAVE AHOW TO HAVE A

AS A PARTICIPANTAS A PARTICIPANT

RRespect and Inclusivityespect and Inclusivity: Base all of your: Base all of your

interactions at the Forum on a foundation ofinteractions at the Forum on a foundation of

respect and inclusivity.respect and inclusivity.  11
No Hateful CommentsNo Hateful Comments: NGO CSW/NY does not tolerate: NGO CSW/NY does not tolerate

hateful, discriminatory, or offensive comments orhateful, discriminatory, or offensive comments or

harassment.harassment.  22
Virtual Safety Guidelines: Follow and uphold ourVirtual Safety Guidelines: Follow and uphold our

Safety GuidelinesSafety Guidelines. Those who violate these guidelines. Those who violate these guidelines

will be removed from the Forum.will be removed from the Forum.  33
Reporting StructureReporting Structure: If you encounter an unsafe or: If you encounter an unsafe or

uncomfortable situation, report it to NGO CSW/NY byuncomfortable situation, report it to NGO CSW/NY by

emailing emailing safety@ngocsw.orgsafety@ngocsw.org..44
NGO CSW68 FORUM REPORT 17
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44 PROTECTINGPROTECTING
PARTICIPANTSPARTICIPANTS  

To provide a safe environment forTo provide a safe environment for

human rights defenders, activists, orhuman rights defenders, activists, or

minors:minors:  

Allow participants to keep theirAllow participants to keep their

video off and use an alias.video off and use an alias.  

Ensure that all participants areEnsure that all participants are

aware if your event is recorded.aware if your event is recorded.  

Before taking photos, get consentBefore taking photos, get consent

from your audience.from your audience.  

SAFE & SECURESAFE & SECURE
VIRTUAL PARALLELVIRTUAL PARALLEL
EVENTEVENT

HOW TO HOST AHOW TO HOST A

SAFESAFE
PARTICIPATIONPARTICIPATION

Here’s some tips on how to includeHere’s some tips on how to include

participants safely.participants safely.  

Have members of your team monitor andHave members of your team monitor and

manage chat features.manage chat features.  

Ensure your participants view andEnsure your participants view and

understand our Virtual Safety Guidelines.understand our Virtual Safety Guidelines.  

Have members of your team prepared toHave members of your team prepared to

remove disruptors from your event asremove disruptors from your event as

needed.needed.  

22

33 LIMIT ZOOM-LIMIT ZOOM-
BOMBINGBOMBING

To limit the possibility of “Zoom-bombing”To limit the possibility of “Zoom-bombing”
interruptions:interruptions:  

Require registration for your eventRequire registration for your event

instead of publishing the direct linkinstead of publishing the direct link

online.online.  

Disable participants; ability to renameDisable participants; ability to rename

themselves.themselves.

Disable participants’ ability to screenDisable participants’ ability to screen

share.share.  

Disable participants’ ability to unmuteDisable participants’ ability to unmute

themselves during non-interactivethemselves during non-interactive

parts of the event.parts of the event.

HOSTING VIRTUALHOSTING VIRTUAL
EVENTSEVENTS  

Less Interaction is More SecureLess Interaction is More Secure

Disabling the chat and Q&A, using aDisabling the chat and Q&A, using a

Zoom Webinar instead of a ZoomZoom Webinar instead of a Zoom

Meeting, and keeping participantsMeeting, and keeping participants

muted are all effective ways tomuted are all effective ways to

keep your event secure.keep your event secure.  

11

NGO CSW68 FORUM REPORT 18



LOOK FOR STAFF:LOOK FOR STAFF:  

NGO CSW staff and volunteers are alwaysNGO CSW staff and volunteers are always

available at Forum venues. At the CCUN, our officeavailable at Forum venues. At the CCUN, our office

is on the 6th floor. At the Salvation Army, we willis on the 6th floor. At the Salvation Army, we will

be stationed in the lobby.be stationed in the lobby.  

Forum volunteers are available in between eventsForum volunteers are available in between events

to help people move in and out of events and setto help people move in and out of events and set

up equipment.up equipment.  

SAFE & SECURESAFE & SECURE
IN-PERSONIN-PERSON
PARALLEL EVENTPARALLEL EVENT

PROTECTING PARTICIPANTS:PROTECTING PARTICIPANTS:  

Ensure that participants are aware if you plan toEnsure that participants are aware if you plan to

take photos or record your event.take photos or record your event.  

At the start of your event, remind participants ofAt the start of your event, remind participants of

our safety guidelines.our safety guidelines.

HOW TO HOST AHOW TO HOST A

11

22
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HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS

ATTENDEESATTENDEES  

OF PARTICIPANTSOF PARTICIPANTS
WERE FROM THEWERE FROM THE
GLOBAL SOUTHGLOBAL SOUTH

15% OF PARTICIPANTS WERE YOUTH*15% OF PARTICIPANTS WERE YOUTH*

MORE THANMORE THAN    

*Under 35

  OF ATTENDEESOF ATTENDEES
WERE NEW TOWERE NEW TO
THE NGO CSWTHE NGO CSW

FORUMFORUM

44%44%

51%51%

FROM 94FROM 94  
COUNTRIESCOUNTRIES

PARTICIPANTSPARTICIPANTS12,30012,300
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PARTICIPANTPARTICIPANT
ORGANIZATIONSORGANIZATIONS
WERE ECOSOC-WERE ECOSOC-

ACCREDITEDACCREDITED61%61%
OF ATTENDEESOF ATTENDEES

FOUND THEFOUND THE
FORUMFORUM

PRODUCTIVEPRODUCTIVE91%91% In-person Hybrid Virtual
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEANLATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN

REGIONALREGIONAL
REPRESENTATIONREPRESENTATION

AFRICAAFRICA

ARAB STATES/MENAARAB STATES/MENA

ASIA PACIFICASIA PACIFIC

NORTH AMERICA & EUROPENORTH AMERICA & EUROPE

28%

2%

17%

5%

49%

BREAKDOWN OFBREAKDOWN OF
PARTICIPATIONPARTICIPATION

FORMATFORMAT

PARALLEL EVENTSPARALLEL EVENTS

CIVIL SOCIETYCIVIL SOCIETY
BRIEFINGSBRIEFINGS

NETWORKINGNETWORKING

PARTICIPANTS' TOP 3 ASPECTS OF THE FORUMPARTICIPANTS' TOP 3 ASPECTS OF THE FORUM

68%68%

42%42%

50%50%

44%44%
19%19% 30%30%
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PREPARATIONPREPARATION
FOR THE FORUMFOR THE FORUM

Organizing a hybrid, two-week Forum with such a small

team is a huge undertaking requiring months of

preparation and planning. In this section, learn more

about how NGO CSW/NY organizes the NGO CSW68 Forum

and helps prepare participants for a successful and

fulfilling experience.

To organize the numerous aspects that

make up the Forum, NGO CSW/NY forms

subcommittees made up of Executive

Committee members, Global NGO CSW

leadership, and NGO CSW/NY members to 

PLANNING PROCESSPLANNING PROCESS

tackle the planning of each event, activity, or program.  the

majority of the dedicated individuals who contribute to planning

the forum are volunteers, and we would not be able to execute the

forum without them.Led by Executive Committee members and

supported by the Program Manager and interns, the subcommittees’
work came together to form the entire NGO CSW68 Forum

experience, including the Parallel Events, NGO CSW/NY events,

resources, preparatory training events and tutorials,

communications and information sharing, youth engagement, civil

society briefings and more! 

NGO CSW68 FORUM REPORT 22



To help participants get the most out of the virtual portal, Vfairs, we andTo help participants get the most out of the virtual portal, Vfairs, we and

our partners at vfairs worked together to prepare several tutorial videosour partners at vfairs worked together to prepare several tutorial videos

and held three live training sessions leading up to the Forum. This providedand held three live training sessions leading up to the Forum. This provided

our community with helpful guidance on how to set up their events, exhibitour community with helpful guidance on how to set up their events, exhibit

booths, and handbook ad pages on the Virtual Portal, guidance onbooths, and handbook ad pages on the Virtual Portal, guidance on

navigating the portal’s different pages and features, as well as a chance tonavigating the portal’s different pages and features, as well as a chance to

ask us questions in real time during the training events.ask us questions in real time during the training events.  

91% of survey respondents91% of survey respondents found the trainings we provided to be helpful. The found the trainings we provided to be helpful. The

training recordings and tutorial videos can all be found on our Youtubetraining recordings and tutorial videos can all be found on our Youtube

channel channel herehere..  

TRAININGS ANDTRAININGS AND
TUTORIALSTUTORIALS

NGO CSW68 Forum

Participant

Training

Parallel Event

Organizer

Trainings

Training for

Exhibitors &

Handbook Ad

Sponsors

For ParticipantsFor Participants

For Parallel EventFor Parallel Event
  OrganizersOrganizers For Exhibitors &For Exhibitors &

SponsorsSponsors
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Part 1 (intro)1.

part 2 (virtual)2.

Part 3 (in person)3.

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLip8en-Rr6WOsTcU7ZBKPmOuNhJibr2yU&si=abocHM511dxOmTbn
https://youtu.be/fYI1WBLhzy8?si=IVFSJT_sfC9imVbx
https://youtu.be/fYI1WBLhzy8?si=IVFSJT_sfC9imVbx
https://youtu.be/fYI1WBLhzy8?si=IVFSJT_sfC9imVbx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKrL-jX-CYY&list=PLip8en-Rr6WPjylzQG8lqK-hTHgIu8dt6&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKrL-jX-CYY&list=PLip8en-Rr6WPjylzQG8lqK-hTHgIu8dt6&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKrL-jX-CYY&list=PLip8en-Rr6WPjylzQG8lqK-hTHgIu8dt6&index=6
https://youtu.be/LHyMwOVZqRw?si=DAV9v7pGBySU1QjN
https://youtu.be/LHyMwOVZqRw?si=DAV9v7pGBySU1QjN
https://youtu.be/LHyMwOVZqRw?si=DAV9v7pGBySU1QjN
https://youtu.be/LHyMwOVZqRw?si=DAV9v7pGBySU1QjN
https://youtu.be/tcPafhZ2rz8?si=DoCbCDgfC5nJaApz
https://www.youtube.com/live/B5MimWiyyY8?si=CWV6ZcJRvkL8z2Lo
https://youtu.be/I0pz_q7oeus?si=VuXh5xgrM77R4rtc


Each year, NGO CSW/NY hosts a Consultation Day event on theEach year, NGO CSW/NY hosts a Consultation Day event on the

Sunday before CSW to kick off the NGO CSW Forum and prepareSunday before CSW to kick off the NGO CSW Forum and prepare

attendees for the upcoming CSW and Forum. This year, theattendees for the upcoming CSW and Forum. This year, the

virtual event focused on the CSW68 priority theme: virtual event focused on the CSW68 priority theme: digitaldigital

tech and innovationtech and innovation . The program included a high-level. The program included a high-level

conversation between UN officials, expert panel discussions,conversation between UN officials, expert panel discussions,

and feminist entertainment! Read and feminist entertainment! Read the programthe program and watch  and watch thethe

recordingrecording..
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VIRTUALVIRTUAL
CONSULTATION DAYCONSULTATION DAY

https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/NGO-CSW68-Interactive-Handbook.jpg
https://youtu.be/MZk-09QWZto
https://www.youtube.com/live/cxO8AjAIRU8?si=Fv-TaurxC1XheT63
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NGO CSW
FORUM6868
10 - 22 March 2024 YOUTH PREPARATION SERIESYOUTH PREPARATION SERIES

JAN
24

HOW YOUTH STORYTELLING FOR GENDER
EQUALITY CAN RENEW LEADERSHIP, FROM THE
LOCAL TO THE GLOBAL

JAN
31

HOW TO FIGHT AGAINST GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE IN AN INTERSECTIONAL AND
INCLUSIVE APPROACH.

FEB
07

AMPLIFYING VOICES THROUGH ADVOCACY:
ESSENTIAL ROLE OF GRASSROOTS ACTIVISM

FEB
14

MIGRANT VOICES WITH GENDERED LENS

FEB
21

SHAPING PERSPECTIVES: POSITIVE
TRANSFORMATIONS IN THE GLOBAL
SOUTH 

FEB
28

LOCAL STORIES, GLOBAL IMPACT: BLEEDING
FREE FROM PREJUDICE

Each year, the Youth Leaders & Young Professionals host an event series leading

up to the CSW and NGO CSW Forum. The series aims to prepare youth to have a

meaningful and effective experience at the CSW. The eight events in the series

include informational panels, advocacy training, and professional development

and networking sessions. This year, the youth prep series was prepared and

presented by members ofour inagural cohort of global youth fellows. 

Check out the series below, watch here!

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLip8en-Rr6WPSmc3P9vXLediWa_mSD8nO


Before, during, and after the Forum, social media was a crucial tool forBefore, during, and after the Forum, social media was a crucial tool for

informing attendees about Forum trainings, our calendar of events, andinforming attendees about Forum trainings, our calendar of events, and

NGO CSW/NY activities during CSW. Digital engagement was strong; onNGO CSW/NY activities during CSW. Digital engagement was strong; on

Instagram, we reached over 3,000 individuals with our posts during theInstagram, we reached over 3,000 individuals with our posts during the

Forum alone, and gained over 300 new followers from the Forum alone.Forum alone, and gained over 300 new followers from the Forum alone.  

In order to promote the NGO CSW68 Forum and provide our constituencyIn order to promote the NGO CSW68 Forum and provide our constituency

with the information and resources they needed for a successful Forumwith the information and resources they needed for a successful Forum

experience, having a Communications Committee was essential.experience, having a Communications Committee was essential.

The Communications Committee met weekly to discuss and lay outThe Communications Committee met weekly to discuss and lay out

communications plans for the NGO CSW68 Forum. This included:communications plans for the NGO CSW68 Forum. This included:  

COMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONS
NGO CSW68 FORUMNGO CSW68 FORUM

Communications campaigns were planned and executed for events andCommunications campaigns were planned and executed for events and

information leading up to the Forum, such as the NGO CSW/NY’s Monthlyinformation leading up to the Forum, such as the NGO CSW/NY’s Monthly

Meetings, our Youth Preparation Series, and NGO CSW68 Forum trainingMeetings, our Youth Preparation Series, and NGO CSW68 Forum training

events.events.

EMAILEMAIL
CAMPAINGSCAMPAINGS

SOCIAL MEDIASOCIAL MEDIA
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DIGITALDIGITAL
RESOURCESRESOURCES  

In addition to our daily calendar of Forum activities, we promoted ourIn addition to our daily calendar of Forum activities, we promoted our

digital Handbook to our Parallel Event organizers, Exhibitors anddigital Handbook to our Parallel Event organizers, Exhibitors and

Handbook Ad Sponsors.Handbook Ad Sponsors.  

mailto:virtualsafety@ngocsw.org
mailto:virtualsafety@ngocsw.org
mailto:virtualsafety@ngocsw.org
mailto:virtualsafety@ngocsw.org
mailto:virtualsafety@ngocsw.org
mailto:virtualsafety@ngocsw.org


ADVOCACY FORADVOCACY FOR
THE FORUMTHE FORUM

This year, NGO CSW/NY reaffirmed its commitment to advocacyThis year, NGO CSW/NY reaffirmed its commitment to advocacy

and participation by providing training tools and opportunitiesand participation by providing training tools and opportunities

to engage with others. CSW68 was another year of advocacy atto engage with others. CSW68 was another year of advocacy at

the centerpoint of the NGO CSW Forum, where so many of ourthe centerpoint of the NGO CSW Forum, where so many of our

participants expressed that they could build their advocacy andparticipants expressed that they could build their advocacy and

activism as a result of what they learned at the Forum. Ouractivism as a result of what they learned at the Forum. Our

Advocacy ToolkitAdvocacy Toolkit and and Advocacy Training Advocacy Training sessions provided vital sessions provided vital

information on effective engagement with CSW processes and ourinformation on effective engagement with CSW processes and our

Advocacy and Research Group Advocacy and Research Group produced evidence-basedproduced evidence-based

recommendations for the Zero Draft of the Outcome Document.recommendations for the Zero Draft of the Outcome Document.  
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(Left to right: Pamela Morgan, Co-Chair, NGO CSW/NY; Nyaradzayi Gumbonzvand, Deputy Executive Director for Normative
Support, UN Women; Lopa Banerjee, Director of Civil Society Division, UN Women; Ivy Koek, Co-Chair, NGO CSW/NY) 

https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/NGO-CSW68-Advocacy-Toolkit-compressed.pdf
https://youtu.be/v_BwRoLsL6o
https://ngocsw.org/arg-csw68/


NGO CSW/NY hosted the Chair of CSW68 at one of our civil societyNGO CSW/NY hosted the Chair of CSW68 at one of our civil society

briefings, where critical updates on Outcome Document negotiationsbriefings, where critical updates on Outcome Document negotiations

were shared with attendees. Youth Delegates gave critical negotiationswere shared with attendees. Youth Delegates gave critical negotiations

updates at our Youth Civil Society briefing, and other Member Stateupdates at our Youth Civil Society briefing, and other Member State

representatives gave insights at other briefings we gave.representatives gave insights at other briefings we gave.  

Participants too felt that Member State engagement wasParticipants too felt that Member State engagement was

significant; significant; 33% of participants33% of participants came away from the Forum feeling came away from the Forum feeling

that they could better advocate Member States and governmentsthat they could better advocate Member States and governments

based on what they learned from their experience.based on what they learned from their experience.  
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ENGAGEMENT WITHENGAGEMENT WITH
MEMBER STATESMEMBER STATES



CSW68 saw another iteration of our signature Advocacy Toolkit, a

comprehensive guide to understanding and engaging in the United Nations

system, particularly the Commission on the Status of Women. The toolkit is

designed to help NGOs, civil society representatives, and feminists build their

capacity to advocate for their organization, work, and global gender

equality at the CSW.

The Advocacy Toolkit presents essential information about the UN system and

CSW process, and provides advocacy resources that can be used during CSW

negotiations. Additionally, it offers recommendations for improving social

media skills, which can be a valuable tool in advocacy efforts. Overall, the

Advocacy Toolkit is a beneficial resource for anyone looking to navigate the

complex world of the UN and CSW processes and advocate effectively for

gender equality.

Overall, the Advocacy Toolkit is a beneficial resource for

anyone looking to navigate the complex world of the UN and

CSW processes and advocate effectively for gender equality.

ADVOCACY TOOLKITADVOCACY TOOLKIT
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https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/NGO-CSW68-Advocacy-Toolkit-compressed.pdf


Watch the Advocacy Training
recording

ADVOCACYADVOCACY
TRAININGTRAINING
SESSIONSSESSIONS

NGO CSW/NY held an Advocacy Training session prior to the

Forum to provide information about the different ways to

advocate for your work and organization at the NGO CSW

Forum and the UN CSW. The event included advocacy tips

and tricks, info on how to engage in the CSW68

negotiations process, an overview of our Advocacy &

Research Group, and an introduction to our NGO CSW68

Advocacy Toolkit. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIfE9hTsUUU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIfE9hTsUUU
https://youtu.be/v_BwRoLsL6o?si=DJR-3pxF2YkbQf5d
https://youtu.be/v_BwRoLsL6o?si=DJR-3pxF2YkbQf5d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_BwRoLsL6o
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CSW68 SIX KEYCSW68 SIX KEY  
RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

Engage the mostEngage the most

impoverished andimpoverished and

marginalized women andmarginalized women and

girls in effective andgirls in effective and

sustainable design andsustainable design and

development ofdevelopment of

adequately financedadequately financed

policies and programs,policies and programs,

including agriculture, inincluding agriculture, in

order to eliminateorder to eliminate

multiple and intersectingmultiple and intersecting

economic challenges.economic challenges.

A just and equitable A just and equitable economic modeleconomic model

that includesthat includes social justice and social justice and

human rights to alleviate women’shuman rights to alleviate women’s
andand girls’ poverty is paramount. girls’ poverty is paramount.

11

Governments must recognize and addressGovernments must recognize and address

social services such as social services such as health, education,health, education,

water and sanitationwater and sanitation, among others,, among others,

while while lowering the public and private debtlowering the public and private debt

levelslevels that have been increasing to that have been increasing to

alarming, unprecedented levels.alarming, unprecedented levels.

55

A feminist, gender analysisA feminist, gender analysis

needs to be incorporatedneeds to be incorporated

into economic policies tointo economic policies to

include its include its differentiateddifferentiated

impact on women, includingimpact on women, including

the impact of colonialism.the impact of colonialism.

Advocacy & Research Group'sAdvocacy & Research Group's

Promote gender equality andPromote gender equality and

empower women and girls throughempower women and girls through

a a gender sensitive curriculum freegender sensitive curriculum free

of harmful gender stereotypesof harmful gender stereotypes as as

well as making curricula andwell as making curricula and

pedagogies pedagogies relevantrelevant for to for today andday and

for tomorrow.for tomorrow.  

22

33
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This year, the Advocacy & Research Group (ARG) collaborated withThis year, the Advocacy & Research Group (ARG) collaborated with

global civil society to create representative and researchedglobal civil society to create representative and researched

recommendations for the CSW Outcome Document. This year, the ARGrecommendations for the CSW Outcome Document. This year, the ARG

provided provided 5 Key Recommendations5 Key Recommendations and  and a Youth recommendationa Youth recommendation

regarding the priority theme of addressing poverty and strengtheningregarding the priority theme of addressing poverty and strengthening

financial institutions.financial institutions.  

Youth, adolescent’s andYouth, adolescent’s and

girls’ engagement isgirls’ engagement is

critical to formulating,critical to formulating,

designing, and developingdesigning, and developing

policies and programspolicies and programs

regarding poverty,regarding poverty,

financing for development,financing for development,

and the economicand the economic

empowerment of womenempowerment of women

and girls and otherand girls and other

marginalized communities.marginalized communities.

66

https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/CSW68-Recommendations-for-the-Zero-Draft-ARG-1.pdf
https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/CSW68-Recommendations-for-the-Zero-Draft-ARG-1.pdf


FORUMFORUM
PROGRAMPROGRAM

NGO CSW 68
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PARALLELPARALLEL
EVENTSEVENTS

One of the key components and the most popular aspect ofOne of the key components and the most popular aspect of

the NGO CSW Forum is the Parallel Events. Each year, we invitethe NGO CSW Forum is the Parallel Events. Each year, we invite

civil society organizations around the globe to apply tocivil society organizations around the globe to apply to

host a Parallel Event, regardless of their ECOSOC status.host a Parallel Event, regardless of their ECOSOC status.

These events are totally organized by the host organizationThese events are totally organized by the host organization

and address the CSW priority theme in some way.and address the CSW priority theme in some way.

Parallel Events not only provide a space and voice for CSOsParallel Events not only provide a space and voice for CSOs

who may not have a voice at or access to the UN, but theywho may not have a voice at or access to the UN, but they

also allow for education and galvanizing around differentalso allow for education and galvanizing around different

issues and topics within the feminist and women’s movement.issues and topics within the feminist and women’s movement.

Parallel Events are totally free and open to the public.Parallel Events are totally free and open to the public.

This year, the Forum held in-person and virtual ParallelThis year, the Forum held in-person and virtual Parallel

Events.Events.

NGO CSW68 FORUM REPORT 33



PARALLEL EVENT STATSPARALLEL EVENT STATS

OF PARTICIPANTS SAIDOF PARTICIPANTS SAID
PARALLEL EVENTS WERE THEPARALLEL EVENTS WERE THE
MOST BENEFICIAL ASPECT OFMOST BENEFICIAL ASPECT OF

THE FORUMTHE FORUM

OF PARTICIPANTS SAIDOF PARTICIPANTS SAID
PARALLEL EVENTS WEREPARALLEL EVENTS WERE
THEIR FAVORITE PART OFTHEIR FAVORITE PART OF

THE FORUMTHE FORUM
68%68%

62%62%

PARALLELPARALLEL  
EVENTSEVENTS

800+800+
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Conversation Circles are semi-structured virtual spaces that address differentConversation Circles are semi-structured virtual spaces that address different

aspects of the CSW priority theme. We hosted six Conversation Circles this year –aspects of the CSW priority theme. We hosted six Conversation Circles this year –
one for each of the six categories of recommendations produced by the Advocacyone for each of the six categories of recommendations produced by the Advocacy

and Research Group. Facilitators guided attendees through participatory activitiesand Research Group. Facilitators guided attendees through participatory activities

to foster conversations about our most pressing issues. The Social Justice andto foster conversations about our most pressing issues. The Social Justice and

Poverty Conversation Circle engaged participants for the first time in English,Poverty Conversation Circle engaged participants for the first time in English,

French, Spanish, and Arabic. In addition, the YLYPs hosted their first ever YouthFrench, Spanish, and Arabic. In addition, the YLYPs hosted their first ever Youth

Conversation Circle, which engaged the in-person attending Global Youth FellowsConversation Circle, which engaged the in-person attending Global Youth Fellows

and was broadcasted live from CCUN.and was broadcasted live from CCUN.  

Not all Conversation Circles were recorded, but you can watch the availableNot all Conversation Circles were recorded, but you can watch the available

recordings below.recordings below.

Education and Poverty 

Gender Bias in Economic Policy

Debt Crisis & Its Impact on Women

Women’s Poverty and Climate Change

Social Justice and Poverty (ENG) 

Youth Panel Conversation Circle 

CONVERSATION CIRCLE
RECORDINGS

CONVERSATIONCONVERSATION
CIRCLESCIRCLES
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https://youtu.be/erjGpe-fBPY?si=_BOZhsWTCTxN4PNJ
https://youtu.be/erjGpe-fBPY?si=_BOZhsWTCTxN4PNJ
https://youtu.be/WiwYvE4emCk?si=w2VftANi7t-pMuFu
https://youtu.be/CxFKsmvS0zc?si=iM5vKMudLvKKdsg5
https://youtu.be/gaAZUVAb92k?si=qZ4QJWpGgs0crEdz
https://youtu.be/sP9QpemBPyE?si=JS1U-gCUfO_HxGuY
https://youtu.be/eIqfIhQ8uHM?si=IWHCU-f4PMrCiDSn
https://youtu.be/eIqfIhQ8uHM?si=PzUY3C9WiDxm1Xn4


CONVERSATION CIRCLECONVERSATION CIRCLE
STATSSTATS

  OF CONVERSATION CIRCLEOF CONVERSATION CIRCLE
PARTICIPANTS WEREPARTICIPANTS WERE
SATISFIED WITH THESATISFIED WITH THE

SESSION(S)SESSION(S)

OF FORUM PARTICIPANTSOF FORUM PARTICIPANTS
ATTENDED AT LEAST ONEATTENDED AT LEAST ONE
CONVERSATION CIRCLECONVERSATION CIRCLE45%45%

96%96%

MOST ATTENDED CONVERSATION CIRCLEMOST ATTENDED CONVERSATION CIRCLE

WOMEN’SWOMEN’S
POVERTY ANDPOVERTY AND
CLIMATE CHANGECLIMATE CHANGE  
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Regional Caucuses were held throughout the NGO CSW68 Forum, hosted by

the Global NGO CSWs, the Europe & North America Caucus, and the Women &

Girls of African Descent Regional Caucus. These sessions were informal,

loosely-moderated spaces for participants to discuss and reflect upon

regional advocacy and their region's most relevant and pressing issues.

Each Regional Caucus had two sessions, one during the first week and one

during the second. This year, we expanded the caucuses to include an

LGBTQIA+ Caucus, and a Women of African Descent Caucus. 

Regional Caucus sessions were not recorded. However, you may go to our

youtube channel to watch recording from past years.

REGIONAL CAUCUSESREGIONAL CAUCUSES
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REGIONAL CAUCUSREGIONAL CAUCUS
STATSSTATS

  OF CAUCUS ATTENDEESOF CAUCUS ATTENDEES
FOUND THE SESSION(S)FOUND THE SESSION(S)

PRODUCTIVEPRODUCTIVE

MOSTMOST
ATTENDEDATTENDED
REGIONALREGIONAL
CAUCUS:CAUCUS:

AFRICAAFRICA

49%49%
OF FORUMOF FORUM
PARTICIPANTSPARTICIPANTS
ATTENDED ATATTENDED AT
LEAST ONELEAST ONE
REGIONALREGIONAL
CAUCUSCAUCUS

91%91%
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Throughout the two weeks of the Forum, NGO CSW/NY hosted a CivilThroughout the two weeks of the Forum, NGO CSW/NY hosted a Civil

Society Briefing nearly every day inside the UN Headquarters and live-Society Briefing nearly every day inside the UN Headquarters and live-

streamed on UN WebTV. Each briefing addressed various topics in additionstreamed on UN WebTV. Each briefing addressed various topics in addition

to updates on the CSW68 Outcome Document Negotiations Process byto updates on the CSW68 Outcome Document Negotiations Process by

speakers representing Member States, UN Women, and civil society. Wespeakers representing Member States, UN Women, and civil society. We

also took questions and interventions from the floor at each session.also took questions and interventions from the floor at each session.

CIVIL SOCIETYCIVIL SOCIETY
BRIEFINGSBRIEFINGS  

Regional Focus: Tuesday 12 March | Watch here

Summit of the Future & FFD: Wednesday 13 March | Watch here

Beijing+30 & CEDAW: Thursday 14 March | Watch here

Negotiations Update: Friday 15 March | Watch here

Youth Briefing: Monday 18 March | Watch here

Agenda Equality: Tuesday 19 March | Watch here

Negotiations Update: Wednesday 20 March | NOT RECORDED 

CSW Revitalization & Summit of the Future: Thursday 21 March |

Watch here. 

cIVIL SOCIETY BRIEFINGS RECORDINGS
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https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1m/k1moghzr4q
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1u/k1u6jllt6p
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k12/k12ofszifp
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1l/k1l16gijct
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k14/k14bzvyzqj
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k12/k122jmbj2e
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1f/k1f0p9ltwi


OF FORUMOF FORUM
PARTICIPANTS SAIDPARTICIPANTS SAID
THE CIVIL SOCIETYTHE CIVIL SOCIETY
BRIEFINGS WEREBRIEFINGS WERE

THE MOSTTHE MOST
BENEFICIAL PART OFBENEFICIAL PART OF

THE FORUMTHE FORUM

CIVIL SOCIETYCIVIL SOCIETY
BRIEFING BRIEFING STATSSTATS

42%42% 59%59%

OF FORUMOF FORUM
PARTICIPANTSPARTICIPANTS
ATTENDED ATATTENDED AT

LEAST ONE CIVILLEAST ONE CIVIL
SOCIETY BRIEFINGSOCIETY BRIEFING

93%93% OF BRIEFINGOF BRIEFING
ATTENDEESATTENDEES
WEREWERE
SATISFIEDSATISFIED
WITH THEWITH THE
SESSION(S)SESSION(S)
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EXHIBIT BOOTHSEXHIBIT BOOTHS
For the fourth year, we hosted virtual Exhibit Booths on

the NGO CSW Forum Virtual Portal. This virtual feature

imitates a traditional in-person exhibition hall with

different "booths" that participants can visit.

Organizations, groups, and coalitions were invited to

purchase a Booth, where they could add information

about their organization, upload photos, videos, and

files, collect contact information from visitors, and

host events. During the two weeks of the Forum,

participants could visit each of the Exhibit Booths to

meet with live representatives and learn about the

organization.

NGO CSW68 FORUM REPORT 41



S E E  T H E  N G O  C S W 6 8  F O R U M
H A N D B O O K  A D  S P O N S O R S  

HANDBOOK ADSHANDBOOK ADS  
The NGO CSW68 Forum Interactive Digital Handbook provided Forum attendees a

guide on everything happening during the two weeks. The Handbook includes

exclusive statements by the Chair of CSW, UN Women's Executive Director, the

NGO CSW/NY Chair, and other high-level VIPs. It also includes information

about all of NGO CSW/NY's events and the full schedule of Parallel Events, as

well as advertisements from our Handbook Ad Sponsors. 

Every year, organizations and Parallel Event organizers are able to sponsor a

Handbook Ad to promote their work and/or Parallel Event. Before COVID-19,

Handbook Ads only included a graphic to include in the NGO CSW Forum

Handbook and on our website. Since 2021, we have expanded what sponsoring a

Handbook Ad includes by allowing Handbook Ad sponsors to also host a

unique page on the NGO CSW Forum Virtual Portal. These Handbook Ad pages

include a logo, description, photos, handouts, and more!
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https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/NGO-CSW68-Interactive-Handbook-small.pdf
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https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/NGO-CSW68-Interactive-Handbook-small.pdf


The NGO CSW68 Forum Interactive Digital Handbook provided Forum attendeesThe NGO CSW68 Forum Interactive Digital Handbook provided Forum attendees

a guide on everything happening during the two weeks. The Handbook includesa guide on everything happening during the two weeks. The Handbook includes

exclusive statements by the Chair of CSW, UN Women's Executive Director, theexclusive statements by the Chair of CSW, UN Women's Executive Director, the

NGO CSW/NY Chair, and other high-level VIPs. It also includes informationNGO CSW/NY Chair, and other high-level VIPs. It also includes information

about all of NGO CSW/NY's events and the full schedule of Parallel Events, asabout all of NGO CSW/NY's events and the full schedule of Parallel Events, as

well as advertisements from our Handbook Ad Sponsors.well as advertisements from our Handbook Ad Sponsors.  

INTERACTIVE DIGITALINTERACTIVE DIGITAL
HANDBOOKHANDBOOK

NGO CSW68NGO CSW68

Download the NGO
CSW68 Forum
Interactive Handbook 
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WHAT DID THEWHAT DID THE
FORUM DELIVER?FORUM DELIVER?

Our Our Advocacy Toolkit Advocacy Toolkit for CSW68 was designed to help NGOs,for CSW68 was designed to help NGOs,

civil society representatives, and feminists build their capacity tocivil society representatives, and feminists build their capacity to

advocate at the UN and CSW. We also hosted an advocate at the UN and CSW. We also hosted an OrientationOrientation and and

an an AdvocacyAdvocacy Training session prior to CSW68 to prepare event Training session prior to CSW68 to prepare event

attendees on how to have a meaningful and productiveattendees on how to have a meaningful and productive

experience at the Forum.experience at the Forum.  

Our UN Engagement Working Group (UNWG) took theOur UN Engagement Working Group (UNWG) took the

recommendations of the Advocacy & Research Group (ARG) torecommendations of the Advocacy & Research Group (ARG) to

share our advocacy priorities before CSW68 with Member States,share our advocacy priorities before CSW68 with Member States,

fostering our existing and seeking out new relationships withfostering our existing and seeking out new relationships with

Missions. UNWG met with 21 Missions and 2 UN offices this year. TheMissions. UNWG met with 21 Missions and 2 UN offices this year. The

ARG recommendations were also shared with all 45 MemberARG recommendations were also shared with all 45 Member

States on the Commission on the Status of Women.States on the Commission on the Status of Women.  

ADVOCACYADVOCACY
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https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/NGO-CSW68-Advocacy-Toolkit-compressed.pdf
https://youtu.be/ludbvv787Xc?si=yhPFHlcVyQ2DhYzf
https://youtu.be/v_BwRoLsL6o?si=s0zQZ27nGXrxKV75


Our Youth Leaders & YoungOur Youth Leaders & Young

Professionals community is over 4,000Professionals community is over 4,000

strong. Our Youth Civil Society Briefingstrong. Our Youth Civil Society Briefing

during the Forum, co-led by UN Women,during the Forum, co-led by UN Women,

was very well-attended and informedwas very well-attended and informed

youth CSW participants on theyouth CSW participants on the

negotiation process (straight fromnegotiation process (straight from

Youth Delegates themselves) andYouth Delegates themselves) and

engagement opportunities.engagement opportunities.  

YOUTHYOUTH
ENGAGEMENTENGAGEMENT

This Forum saw the launch of our firstThis Forum saw the launch of our first

cohort of the Global Youth Fellowship, acohort of the Global Youth Fellowship, a

collaboration between NGO CSW's Youthcollaboration between NGO CSW's Youth

Leaders & Young Professionals (YLYPs) andLeaders & Young Professionals (YLYPs) and

our partner, Women Have Wings. 20our partner, Women Have Wings. 20

Fellows selected from nearly 500Fellows selected from nearly 500

applications from young people aroundapplications from young people around

the world were chosen for theirthe world were chosen for their

dedication to gender equality, thededication to gender equality, the

diversity of experience that they bring todiversity of experience that they bring to

the UN, and their ability to inspire others.the UN, and their ability to inspire others.  
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In preparation for the Forum, our Fellows led our Youth Preparation Series,

focusing on different advocacy topics with regional focuses around the

world. The series prepared youth to have a meaningful and effective

experience at the CSW. Watch the available recordings here. 

Forum youth engagement was strong virtually, with our Youth

Preparation Series in advance of CSW68 accumulating over 600 YouTube

streams, and our first Youth Conversation Circle was the second-most

streamed Conversation Circle out of the six we hosted during the Forum. 



LOOKING AHEAD &LOOKING AHEAD &
CONNECTING THE DOTSCONNECTING THE DOTS  

ADVOCACY FOR THEADVOCACY FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THEIMPLEMENTATION OF THE
CSW68 AGREED CONCLUSIONSCSW68 AGREED CONCLUSIONS
The CSW68 is over, but our work is not done!The CSW68 is over, but our work is not done!

After the conclusion of the Forum and CSW, we shift our efforts toAfter the conclusion of the Forum and CSW, we shift our efforts to

analyzing the CSW outcome document and advocating for itsanalyzing the CSW outcome document and advocating for its

implementation. Our April, May, and June Monthly Meetings focus on thisimplementation. Our April, May, and June Monthly Meetings focus on this

post-CSW work. Throughout the three meetings, we hear from civilpost-CSW work. Throughout the three meetings, we hear from civil

society experts, CSW Bureau members, UN Women, and other stakeholderssociety experts, CSW Bureau members, UN Women, and other stakeholders

debriefing the CSW negotiations process and the resulting outcomedebriefing the CSW negotiations process and the resulting outcome

document. We also hear from participants about their reflections anddocument. We also hear from participants about their reflections and

recommendations on the CSW and how to implement the outcomerecommendations on the CSW and how to implement the outcome

document on a regional and local level.document on a regional and local level.  

All of our monthly meetings are available on our All of our monthly meetings are available on our youtube channelyoutube channel!!

Check them out to see what we have been working on since the Forum.Check them out to see what we have been working on since the Forum.
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https://www.youtube.com/@NGOCSWNY


POST FORUM MONTHLYPOST FORUM MONTHLY
MEETINGSMEETINGS

MAY & JUNEMAY & JUNE
WatchWatch our May Monthly Meeting, Part 1 of a two-part series, where we our May Monthly Meeting, Part 1 of a two-part series, where we

began with a discussion on the NGO CSW/NY Survey on CSWbegan with a discussion on the NGO CSW/NY Survey on CSW

Revitalization conducted in January and February of 2024 followed byRevitalization conducted in January and February of 2024 followed by

reports on gender equality at the UN Civil Society Conference in Nairobireports on gender equality at the UN Civil Society Conference in Nairobi

from NGO CSW/NY Co-Chair & participants. We then followed the genderfrom NGO CSW/NY Co-Chair & participants. We then followed the gender

equality thread from the UN CSC to the Summit of the Future, where weequality thread from the UN CSC to the Summit of the Future, where we

heard about how civil society can engage to ensure robust andheard about how civil society can engage to ensure robust and

meaningful commitments on gender equality in the Pact for the Future.meaningful commitments on gender equality in the Pact for the Future.

See the full programSee the full program..

WatchWatch our June Monthly Meeting for the final iteration of our two- our June Monthly Meeting for the final iteration of our two-

part series, where we heard from advocates and representatives frompart series, where we heard from advocates and representatives from

regional NGO CSWs about their preparations for B+30. In order toregional NGO CSWs about their preparations for B+30. In order to

maintain the focus on gender across UN processes and cross-cuttingmaintain the focus on gender across UN processes and cross-cutting

mechanisms, this dialogue centered on how to engage in gendermechanisms, this dialogue centered on how to engage in gender

advocacy to ensure that these mechanisms are interdependent andadvocacy to ensure that these mechanisms are interdependent and

mutually reinforcing. mutually reinforcing. See the full program.See the full program.
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APRILAPRIL
Watch our Watch our April monthly meetingApril monthly meeting, where we hosted a debrief of the, where we hosted a debrief of the

CSW68 outcomes. We looked at different aspects of the CSW68 withCSW68 outcomes. We looked at different aspects of the CSW68 with

speakers from Member States, civil society, and other UN spaces. We heldspeakers from Member States, civil society, and other UN spaces. We held

a rich dialogue on the a rich dialogue on the CSW68 Agreed ConclusionsCSW68 Agreed Conclusions negotiations where negotiations where

we heard civil society reflections on the Forum and UN engagement. Wewe heard civil society reflections on the Forum and UN engagement. We

also set the scene for looking forward toward implementation, thealso set the scene for looking forward toward implementation, the

Summit of the Future, and Beijing +30. Summit of the Future, and Beijing +30. See the full program hereSee the full program here..  

https://ngocsw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb520eecfe82a5bf0d814ea1f&id=f9537912ba&e=ad665649b8
https://ngocsw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb520eecfe82a5bf0d814ea1f&id=c2f29102c9&e=ad665649b8
https://youtu.be/UYEQv9qDRVk
https://mcusercontent.com/eb520eecfe82a5bf0d814ea1f/files/fa3857fe-fd18-f644-4a98-bef3e03b407c/June_2024_NGO_CSW_NY_Monthly_Meeting_EXTERNAL_.pdf
https://youtu.be/JCx1iDgmDbE?si=5eMS9mElaE-ok78K
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/csw-68-agreed-conclusions-advance-unedited-version-2024-03-22-en.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/eb520eecfe82a5bf0d814ea1f/files/7345869b-ec18-926e-bcaf-4eca828f4216/_edited_EXTERNAL_PROGRAM_April_2024_NGO_CSW_NY_Monthly_Meeting.pdf


THE SUMMIT OF THE FUTURETHE SUMMIT OF THE FUTURE
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In the Zero Draft of the outcome document of the Summit of the Future outcomeIn the Zero Draft of the outcome document of the Summit of the Future outcome

document, the Pact for the Future, Chapter 5 discusses Transforming Globaldocument, the Pact for the Future, Chapter 5 discusses Transforming Global

Governance. Part of this section discusses the revitalization of the CommissionGovernance. Part of this section discusses the revitalization of the Commission

on the Status of Women. We have been working and collaborating with partners,on the Status of Women. We have been working and collaborating with partners,

colleagues, and fellow civil society representatives to imagine what this couldcolleagues, and fellow civil society representatives to imagine what this could

look like; how the CSW could be reimagined to better fulfill its mandate.look like; how the CSW could be reimagined to better fulfill its mandate.

In January and February of 2024, we conducted a survey to gauge civil society’sIn January and February of 2024, we conducted a survey to gauge civil society’s
opinion and thoughts around this.opinion and thoughts around this.  

See the presentation on the results of that survey See the presentation on the results of that survey herehere, and our , and our two-pagertwo-pager

summarizing our findings!summarizing our findings!

The Summit is a high-level event, gathering prominent worldThe Summit is a high-level event, gathering prominent world

leaders from various nations to collaborate on forging a newleaders from various nations to collaborate on forging a new

international consensus. This consensus aims to deliver a betterinternational consensus. This consensus aims to deliver a better

present for all humanity and safeguard the future forpresent for all humanity and safeguard the future for

generations to come. Those present at the Summit will workgenerations to come. Those present at the Summit will work

toward creating a Pact for a Future through shared goals andtoward creating a Pact for a Future through shared goals and

collective action in addressing the pressing issues of our time.collective action in addressing the pressing issues of our time.

WHAT IS IT?WHAT IS IT?

OUR WORKOUR WORK

In an increasingly interconnected world, effective global cooperation is critical toIn an increasingly interconnected world, effective global cooperation is critical to

our survival. However, achieving this cooperation is no small feat. The currentour survival. However, achieving this cooperation is no small feat. The current

atmosphere of mistrust between nations, coupled with the reliance on outdatedatmosphere of mistrust between nations, coupled with the reliance on outdated

structures and frameworks, poses significant challenges. Many of our internationalstructures and frameworks, poses significant challenges. Many of our international

institutions and structures were established in a different era and no longer reflect theinstitutions and structures were established in a different era and no longer reflect the

complex and rapidly evolving political and economic realities of today.complex and rapidly evolving political and economic realities of today.

The Summit seeks to address these challenges head-on, providing a platform for openThe Summit seeks to address these challenges head-on, providing a platform for open

dialogue, innovative thinking, and the development of new strategies. By fostering adialogue, innovative thinking, and the development of new strategies. By fostering a

spirit of collaboration and mutual understanding, the event aims to break downspirit of collaboration and mutual understanding, the event aims to break down

barriers, rebuild trust, and create more effective mechanisms for global governance.barriers, rebuild trust, and create more effective mechanisms for global governance.

The ultimate goal is to ensure a sustainable, prosperous, and peaceful future for all.The ultimate goal is to ensure a sustainable, prosperous, and peaceful future for all.  

The Summit will take place in New York City from September 22-23, with Action DaysThe Summit will take place in New York City from September 22-23, with Action Days

September 20-21.September 20-21.  

Read more about the SOTF Read more about the SOTF herehere, and Multi-stakeholder Action Days , and Multi-stakeholder Action Days HereHere..

https://ngocsw.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb520eecfe82a5bf0d814ea1f&id=94e46b2ddb&e=ad665649b8
https://mcusercontent.com/eb520eecfe82a5bf0d814ea1f/files/e640d865-3767-5c7e-de9c-7df1ecc0aaa7/Copy_of_civil_society_input_on_csw_revitilization_2_.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future
https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future/action-days


Become a member!

CSW69 & BEIJING+30CSW69 & BEIJING+30
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The next CSW69 – taking place atThe next CSW69 – taking place at

UN Headquarters from 10 to 21UN Headquarters from 10 to 21

March 2025 – marks the thirtiethMarch 2025 – marks the thirtieth

anniversary of the adoption of theanniversary of the adoption of the

Beijing Declaration and PlatformBeijing Declaration and Platform

for Action (BPfA), the cornerstonefor Action (BPfA), the cornerstone

international agreement forinternational agreement for

advancing women’s rights. Ratheradvancing women’s rights. Rather

than the usual priority theme andthan the usual priority theme and

review theme model, CSW69 /review theme model, CSW69 /

Beijing+30 will assess theBeijing+30 will assess the

implementation of all 12 strategicimplementation of all 12 strategic

actions outlinedactions outlined  

in the platform, proceeding the national-level reviews that Memberin the platform, proceeding the national-level reviews that Member

States are undertaking of local implementation and the regional 30-yearStates are undertaking of local implementation and the regional 30-year

review processes that regional commissions of the UN are undergoing forreview processes that regional commissions of the UN are undergoing for

the BPfA, respectively.the BPfA, respectively.  

Please subscribe to our mailing list & follow us on instagram forPlease subscribe to our mailing list & follow us on instagram for
Updates on all things CSW69/B+30!Updates on all things CSW69/B+30!

Join a global community of gender equality advocates and help make the NGOJoin a global community of gender equality advocates and help make the NGO
CSW/NY Forum possible, become a supporting member of NGO CSW/NY Today.CSW/NY Forum possible, become a supporting member of NGO CSW/NY Today.

http://eepurl.com/c_h5qz
https://www.instagram.com/ngo_csw_ny/
https://ngocsw.org/membership/


NGO CSW/NY thanks everyone who helped to make the NGO

CSW68 Forum and this report possible, namely the Executive

Committee, global NGO CSWs, interns, and our partners.

Contact
NGO Committee on the Status of Women, NY
777 United Nations Plaza, 6C
New York, NY 10017
646.922.8800
www.ngocsw.org
info@ngocsw.org

NGO CSW/NY facilitates a platform for the voices and leadership

of feminists and women’s rights organizations globally who

lobby for their inclusion in the UN deliberations in pursuit of

gender equality.

Follow us on social media

Youtube: NGO CSW/NY
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