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The NGO Committee on the Status of Women,
NY (NGO CSW/NY), advocates with Member
States for gender equality and the empowerment
of women and girls across the globe in support
of the work of the United Nations Commission
on the Status of Women and UN Women. We lobby
for the implementation of the 1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action, UN Security Resolution 1325, the Convention to Eliminate
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development.
NGO CSW/NY represents more than 550 member organizations
and individuals including Young Professionals concerned about
the status of women and girls. We monitor and participate in events
at UN headquarters in New York. We are untiring in our pursuit
of gender equality and empowerment across the globe.
We facilitate, during the Commission on the Status of Women,
the largest gathering of civil society at the UN in support of women
by hosting 10,000 women from around the world, coordinating
and scheduling their over 500 parallel events. Consultation Day, a
seven-hour event held the Sunday before the beginning of the CSW,
prepares participants for the two-week NGO Forum, when activists
gather to discuss issues pertaining to women and girls, to network,
share strategies/best practices and to lobby governments. We also
conduct advocacy trainings, prepare an orientation, offer spaces
to exchange and collaborate, and host regional caucus discussions.
Through its list serve of over 13,000 people, NGO CSW/NY keeps
women worldwide apprised of gender-based issues. Monthly
meetings in NYC streamed over Facebook Live, feature UN,
government and civil society speakers. NGO CSW/NY promotes
a gender perspective at the UN and other international meetings,
publishes reports analyzing UN processes and meetings through
a gender lens, and facilitates an internship program.
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Houry Geudelekian

NGO CSW64 FORUM

WELCOME

Chair NGO CSW/NY
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Welcome to CSW64! 2020 is the year to
make a change and kick off a decade of
action, with no turning back to business
as usual. We have many benchmarks
to acknowledge and reflect on, the most
important being the 25th anniversary
of the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action, the theme for CSW64.
We know the Fourth Women’s World Conference
marked a turning point in feminist activism when
so many were influenced to push for change. The
12 critical areas of the Platform, agreed on by 189
countries, were so pivotal that the Commission
on the Status of Women (CSW) adopted a work
program for the following five years based on
them. Since then, the 12 critical areas are part
of their annual theme and five year reviews.
CSW has been working with this document
for the last 25 years in some form or another.
The achievements have been many, especially
how it has galvanized civil society and certain
coalitions that find their roots in the outcomes
from 25 years ago.
Yet, here we are waking up every day to face
some pushbacks from the usual suspects and
even more from countries that should feel the
safest for half the world’s population. The few of
this world still controls where most of the money
is spent. Gender equality is not just for women
and girls, it is for the benefit of all! We must and
will defend all of our rights — against patriarchy
and militarism, and for climate justice and more!

CSW
64

Gender equality is not just
for women and girls, it is
for the benefit of all!
So what do we do? Do we just keep meeting and negotiating
new documents? Do we keep advocating for better
implementation and accountability? Do we keep spreading
information, so every woman and girl in this world learns
about their rights? Of course we will! We will keep doing all
that plus help each other come up with new ways to bring
about results. That is why we at NGO CSW/NY along with
our sister regional NGO CSWs are honored to be a convening
partner with UN Women to take on the Generation Equality
Forums. We are proud of the initiative and leadership UN
Women took, along with their partners France and Mexico,
to bring as many voices as possible together including youth
to resist pushback and claim what is rightfully ours.
Every single human must have access to the same rights,
no matter what gender they identify with or where they come
from. No human anywhere is better than another. Yet we see
a small percentage make decisions that affect the majority
in ways that are simply not rights-based.

GO

As convener of the Civil Society Advisory Group for Generation
Equality and Chair of NGO CSW/NY, along with every single
one of you, let’s fight back and roar our voices above the
small percentage of the privileged who dares to speak on
our behalf. Let’s organize, vote, and listen to each other and
include all those who are marginalized and fight back with
joyful disruption.
Join us as we celebrate our achievements and take
our setbacks seriously. The future is ours to shape!
Thank you,

Houry Geudelekian
Chair NGO CSW/NY
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Consultation Day
Program
CSW64 Theme
The focus of the session will be on the review and appraisal of the
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and
the outcomes of the 23rd special session of the General Assembly. The
review will include an assessment of current challenges that affect the
implementation of the Platform for Action and the achievement of gender
equality and the empowerment of women and its contribution towards
the full realization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Program Emcees
Azadeh Khalili, International Alliance of Women

Saphira Rameshfar, Baha’i International Community

Global Music Performance by DJ Bembona beginning at 8:30am and throughout the day
TIME

DESCRIPTION

9:00am – 9:15am

Sacred Ceremony for Healing and Transformation for Women/She/Her
Lead by Mallika Dutt with Queen Mother, Dr. Delois Blakely,
Tarcila Rivera Zea and Dayna Ash

9:15am – 10:00am

Welcome Message followed by Conversation
Houry Geudelekian, Chair
NGO Committee on the Status of Women/NY, Unchained At Last
Conversation Moderated by Aasha Shaik
Member of UN Women Youth Task Force
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka
UN Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director, UN Women
Zaruhi Batoyan
Minister of Labor and Social Affairs, Armenia

10:05am – 10:10am

her.stories media project, Breakthrough

10:10am – 11:10am

Generation Equality Core Group Presentation
Updates on Generation Equality Forums, including the regional work
that led up to CSW and what this work will bring forward to Mexico City
May 7–8th and Paris May 7–10th
Presenters:
Lopa Banerjee, UN Women
Delphine O, France
Emb Yanerit Morgan, Mexico,
Shannon Kowalski and Mabel Bianco, CSOs in Core Group

11:10am – 11:15am
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Talatu Aminu Salihu, Social Empowerment Officer,
Women for Women International-Nigeria

TIME
11:15am – 12:15pm

DESCRIPTION
Breaking Silos – The Feminist and Women’s Movement Action Plan
Co-drivers: Soon-Young Yoon, International Alliance of Women, Melissa
Upreti and Krishanti Dharmaraj, Center for Women’s Global Leadership
Inclusive Development, Shared Prosperity and Decent Work
Radhika Balakrishnan, Professor of Women’s Studies, Rutgers University
Poverty Eradication, Social Protection and Social Services
Ana Falu, AFM/Red Mujer and LAC Habitat
Freedom from Violence, Stigma and Stereotypes
Bandana Rana, Vice-Chair CEDAW committee
Participation, Accountability and Gender-responsive Institutions
Xenia Kellner, Co-founder Young Feminists Europe
Peaceful and Inclusive Societies
Mavic Cabrera-Balleza, Founder and CEO, Network of Women Peacebuilders
Environmental Conservation, Protection and Rehabilitation
Emilia Reyes, Program Director of Policies and Budgets for Equality
and Sustainable Development at Equidad de Genero and Bridget Burns,
Director, Women’s Environment and Development Organization

12:20pm – 1:30pm

Lunch (independently)

1:45pm – 2:05pm

Five Woman of Distinction Awardees of 2020
Passy Mubalama, DRC, Women in Politics, GBV Activist
Dwi Ariyani, Indonesia, Disability Rights Activist
Anjum Sultana, Canada, Intersectional Feminist, Researcher in Health, Writer
Tarcila Rivera Zea, Peru, Indigenous Rights Activist
Dayna Ash, Lebanon, Artist, Poet, LGBTQ Activist

2:10pm – 2:30pm

Audience Story Telling Time
Each member will share their story with their neighbor for five minutes

2:30pm – 3:30pm

Creative Disruptors: Storytelling for Change
Sponsored by Women for Women International & Breakthrough
Moderators:
Marie Clarke, VP of Programs, Women for Women International & Priya
Kvam, Associate Director of Strategic Partnerships & Initiatives, Breakthrough
Kara Jackson, U.S. Youth Poet Laureate, 2019
Josue De Luna Navarro, New Mexico Fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies
Zein El-Amine, Lebanese Poet, Writer and Activist, Resident
of the Ella Jo Baker Intentional Community Cooperative in DC
Wazina Zondon, Writer and Sexuality Educator; Co-creator,
“Coming Out Muslim: Radical Acts of Love”
Aija Mayrock, Writer & Poet

3:35pm – 3:40pm

Mallika Dutt closes the circle

3:40pm – 4:00pm

Dance Party
Local Harlem drummers will escort us out to the streets of Harlem

Interpretation table provided by the NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigration
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BEIJING AND
BEYOND

First female Assistant Secretary-General of the UN,
organizer of the first International Women’s Conference,
and Zonta International President, 1968-1970

For 100 years, our members have supported each other
and millions of women and girls worldwide. As we mark
Beijing+25, we remain committed to gender equality.

Find out more about our work at www.zonta.org

A Visionary
Business Model
Monday
March 9, 6:15 pm
Social Hall
#4 West 43rd St.
New York

MUSEA
Ce nte r s fo r
I nte nt i o n a l
Cre at v i t i y ®
w w w.musea.org
shilohsophia@musea.org

Design a Business Plan
that calls forth the
Future of Feminine Leadership
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Beijing+25:
How the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing
Became the Gold Standard for Policies to Achieve
Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment
Monica Weglarz

Susan O’Malley, PhD

Women’s Federation for World Peace,
International

International Federation of Business
and Professional Women (IFBPW)

On 8 February 1946 at
the inaugural meeting
of the General Assembly
Eleanor Roosevelt called
on “women who are conscious
of their opportunities to come
forward and share in the work
of peace and reconstruction
as they did in the war and
resistance.” Consequently, the
Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW) that would commit
to the advancement of women
through a focus on gender-specific
issues was established in June 1946
by the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC). The Commission makes
recommendations to the Council
on urgent problems requiring
immediate attention in the field
of women’s rights.
The CSW consists of 45 Member
States elected by ECOSOC for a
period of four years. Members, who
are appointed by governments, are
elected on the basis of equitable
geographic distribution: 13 from
African states, 11 from Asian
states, nine from Latin America
and Caribbean states, eight from
12

Western European and other
states, and four from Eastern
European states.
There have been four World
Conferences on Women. The first
was held in Mexico City in 1975
coinciding with the International
Women’s Year. The goals of the
Conference were full gender equality
and the elimination of gender
discrimination; the integration
and full participation of women
in development; and an increased
contribution of women in the
strengthening of world peace. A
World Plan of Action was adopted
to accomplish the three goals.
In 1980 the Second World
Conference on Women was held
in Copenhagen to review the world’s
implementation of the World Plan
and to discuss barriers to its success
such as insufficient political will,
a shortage of women in decisionmaking positions and overall lack
of necessary financial resources. The
Third World Conference on Women
was held in Nairobi in 1985 to assess
the achievements of the past ten

years. Data gathered by the United
Nations revealed that improvements
in the status of women and efforts
to reduce discrimination had
benefitted only a small minority
of women; improvements in the
situation of women in the Global
South had been marginal. The
Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies
to the year 2000 was passed
declaring all issues to be women’s
issues. Women’s participation
in decision making was not only
a right but a social necessity.
In 1995 in Beijing the Fourth
World Conference recognized that
women’s rights are human rights
based on the Vienna Conference
of Human Rights. Member states
unanimously passed the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for
Action (BPfA) that provided an
agenda for women’s empowerment.
Twelve critical areas of concern
were determined that must be
implemented to further women’s
equality. These are women and
poverty, the education and training
of women, women and health,
violence against women, women
and armed conflict, women and
the economy, women in power
and decision-making, the
institutional mechanism for
the advancement of women, the
human rights of women, women
and the media, women and the
environment, and the girl-child.
Following the Beijing Conference,
the General Assembly mandated

the Commission to integrate into
its programme a follow-up process
to the Conference, regularly
reviewing the critical areas of
concern in the Beijing Platform
for Action and developing its
catalytic role in the mainstreaming
of a gender perspective in United
Nations activities.
This year, in preparation for
Beijing+25 there have been national
and Civil Society led reviews on
the implementation of the Beijing
Platform for Action available on
the websites of UN Women and
NGO CSW/NY, five regional 25-year
reviews, the Secretary General’s
Report and a Political Declaration
and a Platform of Work. CSW64
will convene for two weeks in March
2020 with over 550 NGO Parallel
Events and many UN Side Events
sponsored by the Commission, UN
Women and Member States. NGO
CSW/NY is also supporting the
global campaign around Generation
Equality convened by UN Women in
partnership with France and Mexico
to bring about measurable change
in the next five years on six action
coalitions. There will be meetings
in Mexico City in May, and Paris
in July, culminating with specific
promises by Member States at the
UN General Assembly in September.
These urgent recommendations
with action coalitions will include
Member States, the private
sector and NGOs for successful
implementation. Progress will
be assessed at CSW65.

For more information on the Generation Equality campaign,
visit www.unwomen.org/en/get-involved/beijing-plus-25
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Stepping Up.
September, 1995: Beijing.
More than 30,000 activists fed
up with the status quo gathered
together to recognize and shine a
light on the issues and inequities
for women and girls around the
globe. They met, they shared, they
laughed and they cried as they bore
witness to the diverse and unique
challenges facing our sisters in
communities worldwide.
Continued on page 17
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For 12 days, they networked,
strategized and lobbied and made
their voices heard by representatives
of the 189 governments participating
in the Fourth World Conference
on Women. By the end of the
conference, the most progressive
blueprint to date for advancing
women’s rights was produced:

The Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Women
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Pivotal Moments
for Women

1995–2020

SEPTEMBER 1995
UN Fourth World
Conference on Women
in Beijing and creation
of the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action

MARCH 1999
Qatar becomes first
Gulf nation to allow
women to vote in
municipal elections

OCTOBER 2000
Adoption of UN Security
Council Resolution 1325
on Women, Peace and
Security
2004
25th Anniversary of
CEDAW: The Convention
on the Elimination of all
forms of Discrimination
against Women
OCTOBER 2004
Dr. Wangari Maathai, a
Kenyan environmental
activist, becomes first
African woman to win
Nobel Peace Prize
for contribution to
sustainable development,
democracy, peace

18

SEPTEMBER 2009
Adoption of UN
Security Council
Resolution 1888:
Sexual Violence
in Conflict

JUNE 1996
50th Anniversary of
the Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW)
DECEMBER 1997
Dame Jenny Shipley
becomes Prime Minister
of New Zealand, the first
female head of state
in Australasia
APRIL 1999
Technosphere ’99
Discussion of impact of
science and technology
on Arab women
JULY 2003
Adoption of Maputo
Protocol: Protocol
to the African Charter
on Human and People’s
Rights on the Rights
of Women in Africa

DECEMBER 2008
CEDAW General
Recommendation
No. 26 on Women
Migrant Workers
SEPTEMBER 2008
United Nations Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon
launches UNiTE to End
Violence against
Women campaign
JUNE 2008
Adoption of UN Security
Council Resolution 1820:
Sexual Violence During Wars
APRIL 2007
Mexico City
legalizes abortion

MARCH 2005
10 year review of the implementation of the
Beijing Platform for Action. Women defended
their gains and successfully defeated a proposal
led by the U.S. government for an anti-abortion
amendment to the Declaration.

JANUARY 2006
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf becomes
President of Liberia, the first female
elected head of state in Africa

JANUARY 2007
First all-female UN
Peacekeeping Unit
deployed

Sisterhood Inclusion Note: There are so many pivotal moments in history for women, we could never fully
even hope to acknowledge all the fundamental achievements made every year by women around the world,
i.e., the publicly known or those in the media spotlight, and especially those feats made behind the scenes or

MARCH 2020
CSW64 and NGO CSW64 FORUM
A call to action for accelerated realization of gender equality and the empowerment
of all women and girls, everywhere. 25th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference
on Women and adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995).
5-year milestone towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
OCTOBER 2019
First all-woman spacewalk
OCTOBER 2009
Elinor Ostrom becomes
the first woman to
win the Nobel Prize
in Economics
JULY 2010
Creation of UN Women
OCTOBER 2011
Tawakkol Karman,
Leymah Gbowee, &
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
win the Nobel Peace
Prize

SEPTEMBER 2019
Greta Thunberg sparks
a global movement for
#ClimateAction
AUGUST 2019
Saudi Arabia grants
women the right to travel
without permission from
male guardian
JUNE 2019
Zuzana Caputova
becomes the first female
president of Slovakia

OCTOBER 11, 2012
First International Day
of the Girl

JANUARY 2019
Deb Haaland and Sharice
Davids become the first
Native American women to
serve in Congress

DECEMBER 2012
UN General Assembly
adopted a Resolution
to Ban FGM worldwide.

JANUARY 21, 2017
Women’s March: largest
single day protest in US
history ignites a collective
activism worldwide

OCTOBER 2014
Malala Yousafzai becomes
the youngest person to win
the Nobel Peace Prize

SEPTEMBER 2016
Inquiry into Missing and
Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls
is launched

Esther Duflo wins Nobel
Prize in Economics,
becoming the second
(and youngest) woman
to win the award
Alaa Salah, a change
leader in Sudan,
addressed the UN
Security Council, calling
for women’s meaningful
participation

MAY 2019
Tengku Maimun Tuan Mat
becomes the first female
Chief Justice of Malaysia
JUNE 2018
Women in Saudi Arabia
are issued driver’s licenses
Spain has a majorityfemale cabinet, 11 of
17 members.

NOVEMBER 2016
Hillary Clinton, the first
woman presidential
candidate for a major
party in the U.S. wins
the popular vote.

2015
Launch of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
includes goals for gender equality, ending violence
against women, and ensuring equal participation.

in the daily lives of women making a pivotal difference in communities in the far corners of the globe. Here
we make a humble attempt to highlight some inspiring public moments related to the issues addressed at the
4WCW in 1995, occurring between 1995 and CSW64 in 2020.
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Greetings from
The CSW64 Chair
H.E. Ambassador Mher Margaryan
Permanent Representative of Armenia
to the United Nations, CSW64 Chair

I am very honored to chair the Commission on the Status
of Women in 2020, when the global community will mark
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action — the most progressive
blueprint for advancing women’s rights. From 9–20 March,
the Commission will undertake a review and appraisal of
its implementation and the implementation of the outcomes
of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly
and its contribution towards the full realization of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through
a gender perspective.
In preparation for Beijing+25 review and appraisal, 166
Member States undertook comprehensive national-level
reviews of the progress made and challenges encountered
in the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action. At the regional level, the five United Nations
regional commissions undertook reviews to assess progress,
and to identify remaining gaps and priority areas for action
to accelerate the implementation of the Platform for Action
in their regions. The outcomes of intergovernmental
processes at the regional level are expected to feed into
the Commission’s sixty-fourth session.
Significant mobilization of civil society and youth has taken
place as part of regional preparations. The regional meetings
were preceded by regional civil society and multi-stakeholder
consultations, as well as by several regional youth meetings.
This was important for civil society to seize the opportunity
to organize among themselves, and to engage governments
and other stakeholders in dialogue and advocacy for the
accelerated implementation of gender equality commitments.
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2020 is a pivotal year for gender equality
advocates and for the accelerated realization
of gender equality and the empowerment
of all women and girls everywhere.

By joining forces, Member States, civil society and other
stakeholders can together overcome challenges that affect
the implementation of the Platform for Action and the
achievement of gender equality and the empowerment
of women and girls.
2020 is a pivotal year for gender equality advocates and
for the accelerated realization of gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls everywhere. It is the
beginning of the decade of action and achievement of
the SDGs and marks the 75th anniversary of the United
Nations and the twentieth anniversary of the Security Council
resolution 1325 (2000) on women and peace and security.
As Chair of the Commission on the Status of Women, I look
forward not only to a celebratory discussion of progress and
gains, but also to an eventful session that will give impetus
to new and decisive action by Governments and other
stakeholders to tackle the barriers that hold back women
and girls, that prevent women and girls from the full
enjoyment of all their human rights, and deprive families,
societies and nations of the skills and capacities of half
their populations.
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We demand
irreversible
progress and
accountability

Beijing+25

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka
Under-Secretary-General
of the United Nations
and Executive Director
of UN Women
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The gathering of Civil Society during the 64th
session of the Commission on the Status of
Women to review the 25-year implementation
of the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action takes place at a time when the
world has reached a point of emergency.
Multiple and systemic crises — economic,
environmental, social and political — are
wreaking havoc on the planet, communities
and people, pushing the most marginalized
groups of women and girls further behind.
The comprehensive Beijing+25 review
processes undertaken in 2019 tell us that we
have made progress towards gender equality
— but not enough. In some areas, progress
has stalled and even reversed, and the limited
gains have not benefitted all women equally.
Civil society activists, including women human
rights defenders, are facing reprisals and
attacks in all parts of the world.
At the same time, women across the globe
are at the forefront of economic, social and
environmental justice movements that call for
systemic change, with young feminists often
taking a leading role. These movements see
women’s and girls’ rights as essential to ending
other forms of discrimination, exclusion and
injustice. In this context, the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action with its vision of
systemic change holds renewed relevance,
together with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.
Our feminist vision for the future sees a shift
in the power dynamics in our economic, social
and political systems, not the inclusion of
women in broken systems that perpetuate
the status quo. As well as increasing women’s
economic participation through decent work,
we want to see economic policy re-designed,
with the care and provisioning of humanity
and the environment as key priorities. As well

as increasing women’s participation in peace negotiations,
we need to challenge the culture of militarism and violent
masculinity and to reduce military spending. In addition
to increasing women’s participation in natural resource
management, we must focus environmental policy on
transforming patterns of consumption and production.
Autonomous feminist organizations remain the most
critical actors for advancing gender equality and need
our support in order to continue to demand accountability
from governments and other actors. Realizing the vision
of Beijing also requires new alliances, such as with women’s
movements and other social, environmental, labour and
human rights movements, including men and boys pursuing
a feminist agenda. As the influence of the corporate sector
grows, private actors must go beyond declarations of support
to real accountability for women’s and girls’ human rights.
We are living in a world with
The comprehensive Beijing+25
the largest number of young
review processes undertaken
people ever. It is vital that
in 2019 tell us that we have
this commission seizes the
made progress towards gender
opportunity to amplify and
equality — but not enough.
sustain young voices, in order
to build solidarity in an intersectional and intergenerational
feminist movement. This imperative is at the core of UN
Women’s Generation Equality campaign and the Generation
Equality Forum in 2020, which will kick-off in May in Mexico
City and culminate in Paris in July.
Now is the time to launch urgent action, build momentum
towards the Generation Equality Forum and beyond, and
for civil society to take the lead in shaping the feminist
agenda. We must seize this opportunity to demand
irreversible progress and greater accountability for concrete
results for every woman and every girl.
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UN Women and Civil Society:
Realizing and Celebrating the Power
of Activism, Feminist Solidarity
and Youth Leadership to Achieve
Transformative Change
2020 presents us with
a generational moment
to make transformative
progress for gender equality.
It is an opportunity to
re-ignite and re-energize
our ambitions as we mark
twenty-five years since the
adoption of the landmark
Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action, and
the relentless activism and
committed leadership of
civil society in leading us
to this milestone. Civil society
and women’s rights organizations
were at the forefront of shaping the
visionary agenda in Beijing and have
continued to blaze the way forward
in its implementation over the
past two and a half decades. This
critical anniversary is a moment to
reflect on the achievements towards
gender equality, and to celebrate the
energy that feminist activists bring
to the women’s rights, human rights
and social justice agenda, in their
unwavering demand for meaningful,
irreversible change.
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At the same time, the Beijing
Platform for Action could not have
foreseen the democratic reversals
of recent years, including the explicit
attacks on women’s rights and their
defendants. Opposition to gender
equality is certainly not new, but 25
years after Beijing, feminists face
a very different political context to
the optimism and spirit of global
cooperation that followed the end
of the Cold War. In these recent
years we have seen a growing
backlash against gender equality,
propelled by a strengthening
network of conservative actors
who mobilize against the comprehensive, interconnected and
substantive women’s rights agenda
in national and international fora.
Their anti-rights advocacy has led
to weakening of legislative frameworks of violence against women,
supporting traditional work and
family norms, eroding inclusive
public education systems, gender
responsive health care, women and
girls sexual and reproductive health
and rights and much more.

Lopa Banerjee
Director, Civil Society Division & Executive Coordinator
Generation Equality Forum UN Women

The upcoming Generation Equality
Forum, convened by UN Women,
co-hosted by Mexico and France,
and in close partnership with civil
society, gives us an opportunity to
“push back against the push back.”
Through its feminist, democratic and
multi-stakeholder approach, it is a
moment for allies for gender equality
to respond comprehensively to the
backlash against gender equality.
The outcomes of this inter-generational and intersectional Forum will
be: a feminist agenda for gender
equality, set by the women and girls
and young peoples of the world; and
the setting up of Action Coalitions
— an urgent, action implementation
agenda, jointly developed by a group
of committed stakeholders.
CSW64 will be a crucial activation
moment for the Generation Equality
Forum. The discussions that will
take place at CSW64 will help shape
the feminist agenda setting of the
Forum. Meaningful involvement of
civil society is central to the Forum’s
logic, which seeks to realize and
celebrate the power of activism,

CSW64 will be a crucial
activation moment
for the Generation
Equality Forum.
feminist solidarity and youth
leadership to achieve transformative
change. UN Women will support
NGO CSW to facilitate a rich set
of discussions that build and
sustain essential solidarities, and
the Forum will in turn foster such
conversations, and concrete
commitments, charting a clear
course towards the sustainable and
equitable world we must achieve.
It is critical to the achievement of
the Beijing Platform for Action and
the Sustainable Development Goals
that the voices and demands of
civil society remain at the heart
of all that UN Women does. Our
partnership with NGO CSW is both
invaluable and vital as we work
together, urgently, to make the
CSW64 and the year 2020 count,
to define and realize our common
aspirations to achieve gender
equality in our lifetime.
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Commission on
the Status of
Women (CSW)
CSW64 Bureau and Constituents
The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), a functional commission
of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), is a global
policy-making body dedicated exclusively to promoting gender equality
and the empowerment of women. The Commission was established by an
ECOSOC resolution in 1946 with a mandate to prepare recommendations
on promoting women’s rights in the political, economic, civil, social and
educational fields. The Commission also makes recommendations to the
Council on urgent problems requiring immediate attention in the field of
women’s rights.
The Bureau of the Commission plays a crucial role in facilitating the preparation for, and in ensuring the successful outcome of the annual sessions
of the Commission. Bureau members serve for two years.

C

The members of the Bureau for the 64th session (2020) of the
Commission on the Status of Women are:
• H.E. Mr. Mher Margaryan (Armenia), Chair
• Ms. Zahraa Nassrullah (Iraq), Vice-Chair
• Ms. Jo Feldman (Australia), Vice-Chair
• Ms. Ahlem Sara Charikhi (Algeria), Vice-Chair

• Ms. Devita Abraham (Trinidad and Tobago), Vice-Chair
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The CSW is constituted of 45 members elected by the Economic and Social
Council for a period of four years. Members, who are appointed by governments, are elected on the following basis: 13 from African states, 11 from
Asian States, nine from Latin American and Caribbean states, eight from
Western European and other states, and four from Eastern Europe states.
Term expires 2020
Brazil, Eritrea, Guatemala, Kuwait, Nigeria, Norway, Qatar,
Russian Federation, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom
Term expires 2021
Bahrain, Canada, Chile, China, Estonia, Ireland, Israel,
Namibia, Niger, Peru, Tunisia
Term expires 2022
Algeria, Comoros, Congo, Ecuador, Ghana, Haiti, Iraq, Japan,
Kenya, Nicaragua, Republic of Korea, Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan

CS

Term expires 2023
Armenia, Australia, Bangladesh, Belarus, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea,
Germany, Malaysia, South Africa, Togo, United States
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United Nations Glossary of Terms
AAAA

Addis Ababa Action Agenda (on Financing for Development)

BPfA

Beijing Platform for Action

CCUN

Church Center for the United Nations (777 UN Plaza, 44th Street & First Avenue)

CEDAW

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

CoNGO

Conference of NGOs in Consultative Status with the United Nations

CSocD

Commission for Social Development

CSW

United Nations Commission on the Status of Women

DESA

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs

DGC

United Nations Department of Global Communications

DPKO

United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations

DPO

Department of Peace Operations

ECOSOC

United Nations Economic and Social Council

FWCW

Fourth World Conference on Women

GA

General Assembly

GEF

Generation Equality Forum

GFMD

Global Forum on Migration and Development

HLD

High Level Dialogue

HLPF

High Level Political Forum

ICT

Information and Communications Technology

NGO CSW

NGO Committee on the Status of Women (New York, Geneva, Vienna, Africa,
Arab States, Latin America/Caribbean and Asia/Pacific)

OHCHR

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

PGA

President of the General Assembly

PPPs

Public Private Partnership

QCPR

Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review

SDGs

Sustainable Development Goals

SG

United Nations Secretary-General

UNCTAD

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

UNDP

United Nations Development Programme

UNDS

United Nations Development System

UNEP

United Nations Environment Programme

UNFCCC

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

UNFPA

United Nations Population Fund

UNHCR

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

UNICEF

United Nations Children’s Fund

UNODC

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

UN Women United Nations Entity on Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women
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FEMINIST APPROACHES VS. AUSTERITY
Women's Status In Economy 25 Years After Beijing

A Breakfast Meeting Featuring
Tuesday, March 10, 2020
at 9:30am
Instituto Cervantes
211 E 49th St, New York, NY 10017

Aliki Kosyfologou
Oksana Dutchak
Ursula Barry
Cinzia Arruzza
Barbara Adams

This event is open to the public (no UN Pass required) and wheelchair accessible. A light breakfast will be
served at 9:30am, the event starts at 10am. More information at rosalux-nyc.org
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BEIJING

FROM

FUNDAMENTAL
VOICES

Beijing+25

Reflections On

Twenty-five years ago, government
representatives, policy makers, journalists,
advocates, and activists from around the world
came together at the UN Fourth World Conference
on Women in Beijing. There were some people
around the world and within the U.S. government
who didn’t think I should go; but as First Lady
of the United States, I wanted to speak
honestly and forcefully about the importance
of championing the rights of women and girls
around the world. It would wind up being one
of the most unforgettable moments of my life.
In the speech I gave there, I said that “human rights
are women’s rights, and women’s rights are human
rights, once and for all.” Those words were more
than a statement of principles; they were a call
to action. The 189 countries represented in Beijing
agreed on a platform for the participation of women
and girls in the political, economic, social, civic,
and cultural lives of their societies and the world.
The message of that speech reverberated far
beyond the conference. Even now, women
introduce themselves to me and say, “I was in
Beijing.” I’ve met women — and men — who
weren’t yet born in 1995, but discovered the speech
online. Across the generations, people heard the
call, and dedicated their lives to the great unfinished business of the 21st century: expanding the
rights, opportunities, and full participation
of women and girls.
There have been times when it seemed like
the great unfinished business of the 21st century
is even more unfinished than we thought. But
through all the setbacks and struggles, we
have seen over and over again that women
are agents of change, makers of peace, and
drivers of progress.

36

Twenty-five years after Beijing,
I’m inspired by a whole new
generation of women…
If Beijing was about claiming rights for women, the decades
since have been about changing laws, constitutions, conventions, and attitudes. The number of countries prohibiting
violence against women rose from three in 1995 to more than
100 today, the global maternal mortality rate has dropped
by half, and we’ve virtually closed the gender gap in primary
education. Along the way, we’ve seen that helping women
and families succeed isn’t just the right thing to do — it’s the
smart thing to do.
Despite those strides, we still have work to do, around the
world and in the U.S. We have a long way to go to ensure
access to education, health care — including sexual and
reproductive health and rights — housing, and more. Too
many women face discrimination at work, and lack the
resources to challenge violations of their rights. And
we are far from parity in political representation.
Women who live at the intersection of multiple identities
face intersecting challenges — like the twin scourges of
racism and gender-based violence. That’s why I’m particularly
heartened by efforts to include women and girls of African
descent in the International Decade for People of African
Descent as well as the Sustainable Development Goals. We
must place a particular focus on closing the gaps that remain,
and collecting data to monitor our progress along the way.
Twenty-five years after Beijing, I’m inspired by a whole new
generation of women who are organizing for economic and
racial justice, speaking out for the human rights of immigrants
and refugees, holding democracies accountable, and running
for office in record numbers. With their energy and resilience,
and all of our optimism and persistence, we can build the
future we envisioned more than two decades ago.
Onward,

Hillary Rodham Clinton
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The 25
Years
After
Beijing
Hon. Dr. Gertrude Ibengwé Mongella
Secretary-General and Chair, Fourth World Conference on Women

The UN Fourth World
Conference on Women was
the largest conference ever
held by the United Nations.
It brought together representatives of 189 Governments,
over 3,000 Non-governmental
Organizations (NGOs) and
4,000 representatives of the
mass media. Fifty thousand
women and men attended
the Conference and the NGO
Forum. During the preparation
the following issues emerged:
• Women are not a problem to
society; in fact, through their
contributions to society they
are a solution to the problems.
• Women’s human rights are
invariably disregarded and
violated in most societies.
• Women are not homogeneous.
They come from diverse sociocultural, political and different levels
of economic development. Despite
this, there are common concerns
which women share worldwide.
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• It was clearly demonstrated that
women’s concerns cut across
all Issues of society. Therefore,
women’s issues should be
addressed as the concerns
of society rather than women’s
issues.
• Problems affecting women are
a result of gender inequality
which are further aggravated by
global political and economic
factors. The conference adapted
a Platform for Action.
The Beijing Declaration is a strong
international commitment made
by Governments 25 years ago to
take necessary action on issues
of poverty, education and health
of women, economic empowerment,
political participation and decision
making at all levels, effects of armed
conflict, women’s human rights,
environment, resource allocation
and mobilization, strengthening
and reestablishment of institutions
for the advancement of women,
and the problems of the girl child.

A revolution has begun, there
is no going back. It is too just
too long overdue…
It was resolved that the Beijing
Conference was a conference
of commitment, action and
accountability of Governments,
NGOs, and institutions of both
public and private sectors. Through
strong political will, it was possible
to push and implement various
programs which transformed our
society and improved the status
of women. Universal primary
education, mass literacy program,
primary health care particularly
the maternal and childcare services,
universal immunisation program,
provision of clean and safe water
close to homes, among others,
are a case in point. Deliberate
efforts were made, resources were
mobilized and allocated as a matter
of priority to reduce the inequalities
among the people but particularly
between women and men.
The implementation of the Platform
for Action in each country has very
much depended on political will.
At the same time, NGOs have
a very crucial role to play. The NGOs
have demonstrated a capacity to
organize and advocate for the
advancement of women. This should
be considered as an added
advantage to the efforts of Governments. The private sector should
not count itself unconcerned
because it also benefits from the
economic contribution of women.

No Country can exit from poverty
and reach a sustainable level of
development with:
a. Women carrying water on their
heads;
b. Women walking long distances
to look for firewood;
c. High maternal deaths;
d. Women working on land which
they do not own;
e. The absence of women in
political and economic decision
making;
f. Women having limited access
to market their goods;
g. Laws which discriminate against
women;
h. Women perpetually facing
violence, assaults and ridicule
in the society.
Action, commitment and accountability must continue to be the
guiding principles. What I said
25 years ago still resonates today:
“A revolution has begun, there
is no going back. It is too just too
long overdue. Women had fought
alongside men to abolish slavery,
colonialism, apartheid. It is now
the turn of men to help the women
in the struggle for their equality.”
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Charlotte Bunch

BEI
JIN

Founder & Senior Scholar,
Center for Women’s Global
Leadership, Rutgers University

UN Women/Ryan Brown

Women Rising Globally:
Facing the Next Challenges
Beijing+25 is about celebrating and expanding on
the rise of women and feminist perspectives across
the globe over the past half century. It is not just
about the progressive Beijing Platform for Action
(BPFA) agreed upon by 192 governments at the
Fourth UN World Conference on Women — though
that was a great achievement. It is most of all about
the emergence, strength, and strategies of women’s
movements that organized globally and locally to
demand and craft such a document; we need to bring
the spirit and lessons of Beijing forward to address
the many challenges the world faces in 2020.
The Fourth World Conference on Women was the
largest UN World Conference with thousands at the
inter-governmental event in Beijing and another 30,000+
at the NGO Forum in Huairou — putting women’s
rights as human rights on the world agenda with their
bodies as well as their words. Beijing+25 is women
organising, including multiple regional and national
events beforehand, that produced this milestone
moment. But it did not come out of nowhere. Women’s
movements emerged everywhere during the 1960’s-90’s,
and in Beijing, we built on two decades of women’s
engagement and learning to work across differences
outside of the UN as well as within the UN context at
the International Women’s Year Conference in Mexico
City in 1975, the Second World Conference in Copenhagen in 1980, and the Third held in Nairobi in 1985.
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Beijing+25 must be a moment when women
bring this spirit of collaboration and crossing
lines of difference from Beijing together with
current forces of resistance and new visions…

By Nairobi, feminism became visible as a global
phenomena and we saw that progress required
listening and learning from our differences in order
to make strategies that would be “intersectional,” and
thus applicable to all women. We saw that “Equality,
Development, and Peace” — the conferences’ themes
were not separate but interlocking issues and that all
issues are “women’s issues” that need feminist analysis
and action. Feminists struggled to find avenues to
collaborate across geographical and other divisions.
In response, they built regional and global networks to
bring women together to “en-gender” other UN conferences and events, injecting feminist approaches to
development, the environment, human rights, security,
etc. and learning the ropes of working at the UN.

+2

The Beijing conference was the culmination of multiple
efforts to establish women’s rights as critical and to put
issues as seen through women’s eyes squarely on the
global agenda: violence against women, reproductive
health and rights, lesbian and other sexual rights, the
feminization of poverty and unpaid care work, etc.
The BPFA was a high point in rhetorical government
commitment to women’s rights, and many policy and
legislative changes resulted from it. Yet, it also revealed
the depth and complexity of the problems, often more
then ending discrimination and abuse, and rarely has
been met with the resources or political will needed
for implementation.
As a highly visible moment of women’s potential global
power, the Beijing conference also spurred on greater
backlash from those opposed to women’s rights.
Much feminist energy in the reviews of the BPFA in
the 2000’s was therefore focused on defending these
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gains rather than expanding them. Progress has been
made in some areas such as attention to gender based
violence, especially in conflict, and diverse constituencies, such as indigenous women and disability rights
activists, have become more vocal in global debates.
Yet, while many women’s lives have improved, the gap
between those who have benefitted and those left
behind has grown. Further, patriarchal conservative
forces have gained power in many governments and
their resistance to institutional commitments to women,
and indeed to human rights and the UN in general,
has intensified.

PA

Nevertheless, women must and do persist. Over
the past five years, social justice movements have
multiplied, often spontaneously, and there is greater
awareness that progressive forces must work together
to address the crises we face. From indigenous women
acting against extraction of natural resources to girls
striking over climate justice and gun violence to mass
demonstrations denouncing violence against women
like Ni Una Menos and Me Too, women are often
leading resistance to the threats to our environment
and to democracy. Women are also envisioning
solutions like the “Green New Deal” in the US and
economic collectives in many places.
Beijing+25 must be a moment when women bring this
spirit of collaboration and crossing lines of difference
from Beijing together with current forces of resistance
and new visions for transformation, around climate
justice, violence against women, reproductive rights,
growing inequalities etc. Real implementation of the
BPFA depends on working with the social movements
of today in seeking to defeat right wing nationalism
and strengthen multi-lateral forces both in and out of
government. We must use this as an opportunity to
uphold the ideals of Equality, Development, Peace and
Human Rights as articulated by the UN and throughout
the UN World Conferences on Women, and re-imagine
them for the realities in our time in the 2020’s.
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NGO
CSW/NY

AFRICA

ASIA • PACIFIC

Passy Mubalama

Dwi Ariyani

Democratic Republic
of the Congo

Indonesia

Ms. Passy Mubalama is
a Pro-democracy and
women’s rights activist with
experience in promoting
women rights, democracy,
human rights in the eastern
Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC). She
is Founder and Executive
director of Action and
Development Initiative for
the Protection of Women
and Children affected by
conflict (AIDPROFEN), a
nonprofit organization that
promotes women’s rights,
women political participation
in the eastern region of
DRC. Passy has created a
women movement in the
DRC where women and girls
are advocating for their own
basic rights, making their
voices heard in a conflict
zone in the DRC.

Dwi Aryani serves as the
Program Officer for the
Disability Rights Fund and
Disability Rights Advocacy
Fund in Indonesia, where
she has been working for
over a decade to build an
inclusive, gender-transformative movement. Her
recent victories include
supporting grantees led
by women with disabilities
to push legislative reform
and build constructive
dialogue with feminist
organizations. Dwi also
has personal experience
fighting for justice — she
won a landmark discrimination case in 2017 against
an airline that refused to
carry her as a wheelchair
user traveling alone. Nearly
50,000 petition signatures
and a lengthy court case
later, Dwi won the battle.

WomAn of
Distinction
AwardS

2020

In 2020 as we
commemorate the
25th Anniversary
of the Fourth World
Conference on
Women, Beijing+25,
we have decided to
honor five women,
one from each
region: Africa,
Asia-Pacific, Latin
America Caribbean,
North America/
Europe and Middle
East/North Africa.
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EUROPE • NORTH AMERICA

LATIN AMERICA • CARIBBEAN

MIDDLE EAST • NORTH AFRICA

Anjum Sultana

Tarcila Rivera Zea

Dayna Ash

Canada

Perú

Lebanon

Anjum Sultana is the
National Director of Public
Policy & Strategic Communications at YWCA Canada,
the nation’s oldest gender
equality organization. Anjum
is the Founder of Millennial
Womxn in Policy, a grassroots organization with over
2500 members, focused on
the advancement of women
and gender diverse people
in public policy. Anjum
represented Canada at 2019
Youth G7 Summit in France
through Young Diplomats
of Canada. Anjum serves
as a board member for the
Council of Agencies Serving
South Asians, Toronto
Environmental Alliance and
Regent Park Community
Health Centre. Anjum holds
a Masters is Public Health
from the University of
Toronto.

Tarcila Rivera Zea is one of
the most recognized indigenous activists in Peru and
the world. She has served
as member of the United
Nations Permanent Forum
on Indigenous Issues for the
2017-2019 period and has
received several awards from
Ford Foundation, Sacred Fire
Foundation, among others.
For more than 30 years
she has been defending
indigenous rights through
her organization CHIRAPAQ,
and her involvement in
other networks and institutions. She is the founder of
CHIRAPAQ, Center for Indigenous Cultures of Peru, an
association that promotes
the affirmation of cultural
identity and the formation
of indigenous women and
young indigenous leaders.
Mrs. Rivera Zea is also
founder of the Continental
Network of Indigenous
Women of the Americas
(ECMIA) and the International Indigenous Women’s
Forum (FIMI), networks
that foster leadership and
political participation of
indigenous women around
the globe.

Dayna Ash is a cultural and
social activist, playwright,
performance poet and
the Founder & Executive
Director of the non-profit
organization, Haven for
Artists — an all-inclusive
women-led arts organization dedicated to fostering
a community of artists
and activists in the MENA
region by utilizing the arts to
advocate for Gender equality
and LGBTQIA+ rights-based
in Beirut, Lebanon.
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Generation
EQUALITY:

REALIZING WOMEN’s rights
for an equal future.
2020 marks the 25th
anniversary of the Beijing
Declaration and Platform
for Action (BPfA).
To mark the 25th anniversary,
UN Women has launched a new,
multigenerational campaign:
Generation Equality: Realizing
women’s rights for an equal future.
The campaign demands equal
pay, equal sharing of unpaid care
and domestic work, an end
to sexual harassment and all forms
of violence against women and girls,
health-care services that respond
to their needs, and their equal
participation in political life and
decision-making in all areas of life.

The Generation Equality Forum
is a multi-stakeholder gathering
convened by UN Women, co-chaired
by France and Mexico, and in
partnership with global Civil Society,
represented by the Advisory Group
to the Core Group.

The Advisory Group to the Core
Group (Advisory Group) serves as
the representative of civil society’s
priorities for the Generation Equality
Forum by guaranteeing coequal
participation of civil society with
the other members of the Core
Group. It was created to ensure
that diverse women’s rights and
feminist organizations can engage
meaningfully in the Generation
Equality process. The Advisory
NGO CSW/NY and our Chair,
Group was chosen through a civil
Houry Geudelekian, was tasked
society-led process by a selection
by UN Women with the role of
committee of 5 volunteers from
global civil society convener for
the Advisory Working Group. They
the campaign, including the
selected 21 members from 136
Generation Equality Forum which
applicants representing diverse
will take place in Mexico City, Mexico genders, generations, regions
(7–8 May 2020), and culminate
and backgrounds.
in Paris, France (7–10 July 2020).
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Through our role of global civil
society convener, NGO CSW/
NY formed the Advisory Working
Group (not to be confused with
the Advisory Group). The Working
Group consists of over 400
members of global civil society who
will be instrumental in ensuring that
all voices are heard and represented
in the Generation Equality Forum.
This group consults the Advisory
Group to the Core Group to make
sure they are representing the
needs and mandates of global
civil society. The Working Group is
completely open for all to join and
meets every two weeks via Zoom to
hear updates from UN Women, the
Advisory Group to the Core Group,
and Beijing+25 regional processes.
Advisory Working Group members
are also encouraged to provide their
own input into these processes so
that their voices can be brought to
the Generation Equality Forums in
Mexico and Paris.
As convener of the global Advisory
Working Group, NGO CSW/NY is
also happy to help facilitate the work
of Melissa Upreti and Soon-Young
Yoon with Krishanti Dhamaraj who
are the drivers of the Feminist and
Women’s Movement Action Plan

(FWMAP). This process is rooted
in a rights-based approach as well
as in global consensus documents,
such as international treaties, human
rights mechanisms, and international
commitments. The FWMAP’s
objective is to facilitate consultations
with global civil society to determine
the priorities and recommendations
of those feminist and women’s
movement activists on the ground.
Through these consultations, the
drivers hope to break silos and
create new, innovative alliances
between different constituencies and
themes within the global feminist
and women’s movement. Through
building a creative, action-oriented,
brave and safe space, the Action
Plan can help transform norms and
power structures without reinventing
the wheel.
By working together as global
civil society, we hope to progress
towards gender equality by linking
across silos of activism to create
a common framework and build
the power of women’s rights
movements. We are not looking to
abandon our own thematic and
issue-based work, but we must look
for points of convergence to join
forces around common goals.

For more information about Beijing+25
and Generation Equality, visit
ngocsw.org/beijing25-ngo-participation.
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NGO CSW/NY

Co-sponsored Events
DATE / TIME

VENUE

ROOM

CCUN

2nd Floor

CCUN

Chapel

UN

Conference
Room 8

UN

ECOSOC
Chamber

CCUN

2nd Floor

ACC

Auditorium

Looking to the Future: Young Women Demand
Generation Equality

CCUN

2nd Floor

2:30pm – 4:00pm

Women Speak Up!

CCUN

8th Floor

5:30pm – 8:00pm

Women, Documentary Screening

LF

505 East
75 Street

MONDAY

EVENT

9 March

8:30am – 10:00am NGO CSW64 Forum Orientation Session
12:30pm – 2:00pm
4:45pm – 6:00pm
TUESDAY

Canadian Parliamentarian/NGO Dialogue
Armenian Mission
Women in Leadership: Catalyzing Political and Civic Participation

10 March

11:15am – 12:45pm Generation Equality: Adolescent Girls’ Vision and Voice
2:30pm – 4:00pm
WEDNESDAY

11 March

6:00pm – 8:30pm
THURSDAY

Youth Activists Space

12 March

10:30pm – 12:00pm

FRIDAY

Financing Gender Equality & Women’s Rights:
the 2020 Road Map Linking Beijing+25 to FfD

13 March

2:30pm – 4:00pm

Socially Relevant Film Festival

CCUN

10th Floor

4:30pm – 6:00pm

NGO Committees on the Status of Women
and Advocacy: Past, Present, Future

CCUN

8th Floor

UN

Conference
Room 12

MONDAY

16 March
Moroccan Mission:

11:30am – 12:45pm Securing our Futures: South-South Solidarity for Economic
and Women’s Rights

Venue Addresses
ACC
CCUN
LF
UN

Armenian Convention Center 35th Street and 2nd Avenue (630 2nd Avenue)
Church Center for the United Nations 777 UN Plaza, New York, NY
Lycée Français 505 East 75 Street
46th Street and 1st Avenue UN Visitor’s Entrance New York, NY

For additional location information and maps, see page 58.
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Regional Advocacy Training Sessions for CSW64
DATE / TIME

VENUE

ROOM

10:30am – 12:00pm Africa

CCUN

2nd Floor

12:30pm – 2:00pm

Asia/Pacific

CCUN

2nd Floor

2:30pm – 4:00pm

Arab/MENA

CCUN

2nd Floor

4:30pm – 6:00pm

Europe/North America

CCUN

2nd Floor

6:15pm – 7:45pm

Latin America/Caribbean

CCUN

2nd Floor

VENUE

ROOM

MONDAY

EVENT

9 March

NGO CSW64 Caucuses
DATE / TIME
MONDAY

EVENT

9 March

6:00pm – 7:30pm

Europe/North America

ACC

Auditorium

6:00pm – 7:30pm

Arab/MENA

ACC

Auditorium

8:30am – 10:00am Africa

ACC

Auditorium

8:30am – 10:00am Latin America/the Caribbean

ACC

Auditorium

8:30am – 10:00am Asia/Pacific

ACC

Auditorium

8:30am – 10:00am Europe/North America (extra session)

ACC

Auditorium

CCUN

Chapel

CCUN

Chapel

TUESDAY

10 March

WEDNESDAY

11 March

6:15pm – 8:00pm
TUESDAY

Caucus of Women and Girls of African Descent

17 March

6:15pm – 8:00pm

Caucus of Women and Girls of African Descent
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CSW64
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JOYFUL
DISRUPTION!
A RALLY FOR THE 64TH
COMMISSION ON THE STATUS
OF WOMEN

FRIDAY, 13 MARCH
12 PM - 2PM
DAG HAMMARSKJÖLD
PLAZA
47TH ST. AND 1ST AVE
#NGOCSW64Forum
#JoyfulDisruption
#CSW64
#GenerationEquality
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Conference of NGOs
in Consultative
Relationship with
the United Nations

Conférence des ONG
ayant des Relations
Consultatives
avec les Nations Unies

The Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative
Relationship with the United Nations (CoNGO)
thanks its members and Substantive Committees for working towards
creating a just, peaceable and sustainable world where gender equality,
equity and justice are real and visible.
CoNGO congratulates and thanks
the NGO Committee on the Status of Women/New York for bringing
together one of the largest civil society
gatherings of women worldwide on the occasion of the annual session in
New York of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women.
We invite you to join CoNGO’s Parallel Event at CSW64
Friday, March 13, 2020, 4:30 to 6:00pm
Church Center for the UN, 8th Floor

“ NGO Committees on the Status of Women and Advocacy:
Past, Present, Future”
Join CoNGO at ngocongo.org
Read the CoNGO Declaration
on the Occasion of the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations
“The challenges facing humankind and the planet require urgent attention…Gender equality
has not been achieved anywhere in the world; It is part of CoNGO's mission to ensure civil
society access to the United Nations and improve collaboration, to push for change and
facilitate the achievement of the goals agreed upon by the United Nations and Member
States.” (Paragraphs 7, 22 and 23, CoNGO Declaration on UN75)
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Artisan Fair
DURING

2020 NGO CSW64 Forum
Date:
Thursday, March 12, 2020
Time: 10AM – 5PM
Venue: Armenian, Convention Center – Auditorium
630 Second Avenue | New York, NY 10016
Contact: www.ngocsw.org
info@ngocsw.org

Over 80 Artisans from 45 Countries!
Come and Shop Authentic Handmade
Home, Fashion, and Jewelry Accessories
More Details:
• Open to the public!
• All proceeds go directly to the artisans
and their NGOs
• All artisans support NGOs with
women-focused initiatives
• Many artisans accept cash only

#MyBejing25

#MyfwMAP

#FemMove

Armenian Convention Center Auditorium

Monday 9 March
Inclusive development, shared prosperity and decent work
Poverty eradication, social protection and social services
Tuesday 10 March
Freedom from violence stigma and stereotypes
Participation accountability and gender-responsive institutions
Wednesday 11 March
Peaceful and Inclusive societies
Environmental conservation, protection and rehabilitation
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NGO CSW64 Forum

Conversation Circles Space
Armenian Convention Center
630 2nd Ave.

MONDAY 09/03
10am: Morning Coffee & Tea
Yoga with Exhale to Inhale
11am: Breaking Silos: Feminist and Women's
Movement Action Plan (fwMAP): Inclusive
development, shared prosperity &
decent work
1 pm:
"Brown Bag lunch"
Facilitated session for
"Transformation through InterConnectedness"
3 pm: Afternoon tea & coffee
Yoga with Exhale to Inhale
4 pm: Breaking Silos: fwMAP:
"Poverty eradication,
social protection &
social services"

TUESDAY 10/03
10 am: Morning Coffee & Tea
Yoga with Exhale to Inhale
Silos: fwMAP: Freedom
11 am: Breaking
from Violence stigma and
stereotypes

1 pm: "Brown Bag Lunch"
Log On. Rise Up Workshop by World
Pulse
3 pm: Afternoon Tea & Coffee (Provided by
World Pulse)
Yoga with Exhale to Inhale

WEDNESDAY 11/03

4 pm: Breaking Silos: fwMAP: Participation,
accountability and genderresponsive institutions

10 am: Morning Coffee & Tea
Yoga with Exhale to Inhale
11 am: Breaking Silos: fwMAP: :Peaceful and Inclusive
Socities
1 pm: "Brown Bag Lunch"
Intergenerational conversation by Working Group
on Girls, Grey Panthers, Loretto Community
3 pm: Afternoon Tea & Coffee (Provided by Loretto
Community)
4 pm: fwMAP: Participation, accountability and genderresponsive institutions
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Women’s
Learning
Partnership
presents

Beyond
Beijing:
Local Strategies
& International Advocacy
March 13 | 10:30 AM | Salvation Army Auditorium
221 E 52nd Street New York, NY 10022

Film, Panel & Poetry

25 years after the Fourth World Conference on Women, WLP partners are
bringing holistic and sustainable solutions from the local level to the global.

Moderator

Musimbi Kanyoro | WLP Board Chair & former CEO of Global Fund for Women

Speakers

Karima Bennoune | UN Special Rapporteur in the ﬁeld of cultural rights
Sarah Costa | Executive Director of Women’s Refugee Commission
Azza Karam | Senior Advisor on Social and Cultural Development at UNFPA

Lifelines: The Poetry of Human Rights

Abena Busia | Ghana’s Ambassador to Brazil & Poet

learningpartnership.org/csw64
WLP is a partnership of 20 autonomous women's rights organizations in the Global South
that promote women’s leadership and human rights.
Photo Credit: UN Photo/Yao Da Wei

GETTING
AROUND NYC

Navigating Through New York City
NYC was built on a grid system, the city has numbered streets intersected by avenues
with the east most side being 1st avenue where the United Nations Headquarters
is located. While using the public transportation system, make sure that you
take the appropriate Uptown (often, Bronx/Queens) or Downtown (often,
Brooklyn) train/bus. Be especially mindful of the bus stops which switch
Buy a weekly pass
avenues based on the direction of traffic. Make sure the traffic is moving
for $33 for unlimited
in the correct direction at your bus stop (one way traffic moving Uptown
access to both subways
or Downtown). If not, then simply switch avenues and walk towards the
and buses in the city.
avenue with the correct traffic direction.
One ride costs $2.75.

Tip

The Salvation Army

Consultation
221 East 52nd Street
(between 2nd and 3rdDay
Avenues)March

8, 2020

Apollo Theater

253 W. 125th St.
Subway: Right off of trains E or M to Lexington Avenue/53rd Street or 6 train to 51st
Subway: Trains A, C, B, D to 125th Street Station; or Trains 2 or 3 to 125th Street Station
Street stop.
Bus: M101 or M102 or M103 to 3 Avenue/East 52 Street stop.

Reception March 12, 2019

The Armenian Convention Center

630 2nd Avenue
(35th Street
and 2nd
Avenue)
The New
Yorker,
A Wyndham

Hotel

481 8th Avenue

Subway:
Trains
1, 2 2nd
or 3Avenue
or A, C and
or Eturn
to 34th
Street
Take the exit on Park Avenue and walk
east (right)
towards
left on
2nd Penn
Av- Station
enue.Street and 8 Ave.; M34A-SBS* to 34th Street Penn Station stop.
Bus: M34-SBS* to 34th
Subway: Local or express 6 train to 33rd Street Stop and 4 minutes walk
Bus: BM5 or M15 or M34 or M34A to East 34th Street and 2nd Avenue stop.

*SBS: Select Bus Service
4W43 Building
*M4: Downtown M4 makes
a
4
West
43rd
Street
(between 5th and 6th Avenues)
stop at 5th Ave./43rd Street
ubway: Trains
B,D,F,M
or 7 to 42nd
Street Bryant Park and 5 mins walk; 4,5,6 or 7 or
and
the Uptown
M4 makes
to Grand Ave./West
Central and 7 minutes walk.
a stop atSMadison
Bus: M42
to 5 Avenue/West 42nd Street ; Q32 or M1 or M2 or M3 or M4*
43rd
Street.
to Madison Avenue and West 43rd Street stop.

*SBS: Select Bus Service
*M4: Downtown M4 makes a stop at 5th Avenue/43rd Street and the Uptown M4 makes
a stop at Madison Avenue/West 43rd Street.

The New Yorker
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Parallel Events Locations and Additional Locations
Church Center for the United Nations (CCUN) 777 United Nations Plaza (44th and 1st Avenue)
Subway: Trains 4, 5, 6 or 7 or S to Grand Central and 10 minutes walk. Take the exit 42nd, 43rd,
and Lexington Ave. walk towards 44th Street and take a right. Walk towards the UN flags
towards the end of the street and your destination is the corner building on your right.
Bus: M42 or X21 to East 42 Street/1 Ave. stop.
The Salvation Army
(SA) 221 East 52nd Street (between 2nd and 3rd Avenues)
Tribeca BMMC

Subway: Right off of trains E or M to Lexington Ave./53rd Street or 6 train to 51st Street stop.
Bus: M101 or M102 or M103 to 3 Ave./East 52 Street stop.

The Armenian Convention Center (ACC)

630 2nd Avenue (35th Street and 2nd Avenue)
Take the exit on Park Ave. and walk east (right) towards 2nd Ave. and turn left on 2nd Ave.
Subway: Local or express 6 train to 33rd Street Stop and 4 minutes walk
Bus: BM5 or M15 or M34 or M34A to East 34th Street and 2nd Ave. stop.

4W43 Building (4W43)

4 West 43rd Street (between 5th and 6th Avenues)
Subway: Trains B, D, F, M or 7 to 42nd Street Bryant Park and 5 mins walk; 4, 5, 6 or 7 or S
to Grand Central and 7 minutes walk.
Bus: M42 to 5 Ave./West 42nd Street; Q32 or M1 or M2 or M3 or M4* to Madison Ave.
and West 43rd Street stop.

Additional
Ford Foundation Center for Justice 320 East 43rd Street (between 1st and 2nd Avenues)

Subway: Trains 4, 5, 6 or 7 or S to Grand Central and 8 minutes walk.
Bus: M15 or M15-SBS* to 42nd and 1st Ave.; M101 or M102 or M103 to 42nd and 3rd Ave. stop.

The Salvation Army
4W43

CCUN

The Ford Foundation

The Armenian Center
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Pro Mujer is a leading mission-driven organization
dedicated to working hand in hand with women in
Latin America to break the barriers that limit their
potential. We continue creating opportunities
through a suite of financial, health and skill-building
services. We know that when we invest in women, we
invest in an entire community.

$3.6 BILLION
DISBURSED IN SMALL
LOANS SINCE 1990

9 MILLION

HEALTH INTERVENTIONS

2+ MILLION
WOMEN IMPACTED

On to the new decade: Pro Mujer is building a
large-scale and sustainable platform that provides
relevant and transformative products and services
to women throughout their life cycle. Through a
network of best-in-class providers, fintech and tech
companies, this one-stop shop provides solutions
for women to thrive.

“We have reached a significant milestone for women
and feminism in Latin America. This year, without a
doubt, presents a critical opportunity to reflect on
our past, unite, and renew our commitment to gender
equality. It’s time to take collective action, and we
invite you to join us.”
Maria Cavalcanti, President and CEO of Pro mujer

promujer.org

WARNING
THE PATRIARCHY

DOESN’T WANT
YOU TO READ THIS.

Violence against women is a human rights violation,
a public health emergency, and an economic crisis.
The Safer Sooner Report
is the culmination of six years of research and
dialogue among 128 Countries, 1700 Leaders,
and 843 Organizations.
United in Purpose: A Treaty to End and
Prevent Violence Against Women and Girls
Worldwide. Together, we can make
the world safer sooner.

Download it. Read it. Share it.
everywoman.org
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The NGO Commission
on the Status of Women,
NY CSW64 Parallel Event
Speakers

• REV. NICOLE SAKURAI
President: El Cantare Foundation
Women’s Holistic Empowerment
for Healing from PTSD and
Stress Disorder.
• DR. EISAKU OYAMA MD
Neurology, Psychiatry
Manhattan Psychiatrc Center
• MRS.AKIKO LAMM
Guest Testimony

All are welcome,
RSVP call 1-808-635-7127
or elcantarefoundation.org
email: elcantarefoundation.org

Human Dignity
in Overcoming
Trauma – Social
Protection
Thursday, March 12, 2020
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Trauma is a serious health issue for
many women and can block natural
potential. We help support women who
have been affected by traumatic events
such as abuse of power, betrayal,
loss of control, helplessness, pain,
confusion, loss, acts of terrorism, war,
natural disaster, sexual assault and/or
any experience which may affect
women deeply and profoundly alter
their abilities to be empowered.

4 W 43rd STREET • AQUA ROOM
4 W 43rd St. • 4W43 Building
New York, NY 10036
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Closing the Imagination Gap:
Children's Media in Africa
Using free resources
to empower girls
CareerGirls.org is a free career exploration and
readiness website that showcases video of diverse
and accomplished women role models from around
the world to help girls learn how to create a career
and life of their dreams.
Whiz Kids Workshop believes that mass media can
be the most cost-effective and immediate way to
make an impact on large educational gaps in the
developing world, particularly at the preschool level.
Whiz Kids Workshop is best known for the award
winning, early-childhood educational television
program "Tsehai Loves Learning."

PANELISTS INCLUDE:

March 10, 2020
10:30am - Noon
4 West 43rd St. Social Hall
New York, NY, 10036

Linda Calhoun, Founder and Executive Producer, Career Girls,
Dr. Beverly Thompson, Ph.D., Computer Scientist and Career Girls Board Member
and Brukty Tigabu, Founder, Whiz Kids Workshop
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NGO CSW
WHO’S WHO

@WomensRightsTW

www.tgew.org

Taiwan main stage

To Vote and to be Elected :
LBT Political Participation in Taiwan and US

MARCH 12, 2020

17:30 - 21:00

teco: 1 E 42ND ST, NEW YORK

MARCH 15, 2020

15:00 - 17:30

LGBT CENTER: 208 W 13th St, New York

NGO CSW/NY
Executive Committee
Chair
Houry Geudelekian
Unchained At Last
Vice Chair
Ivy Koek
Soka Gakkai International (SGI)
Treasurer
Margaretha Jones
International Humanist and Ethical Union
Communications Secretary
Azadeh Khalili
International Alliance of Women
Recording Secretary
Saphira Rameshfar
Baha’i International Community
Members at Large
Yvonne O’Neal
Africa Development Interchange Network (ADIN)
Pamela Morgan
Zonta International
Saeeda Rizvi
Women Deliver
Rosa Lizarde
Feminist Task Force (FTF)
Jourdan Williams
International Health Awareness Network
Past Chair, Ex-Officio
Susan O’Malley, PhD
International Federation of Business and Professional Women (IFBPW)
Principal Investigator, Ex-Officio:
Soon-Young Yoon, PhD
International Alliance of Women (IAW)
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Planning Committee Chairs
for NGO CSW64 Forum
NGO CSW/NY Planning Committee
Saphira Rameshfar and Azadeh Khalili

Consultation Day Program
Houry Geudelekian, Azadeh Khallili, and Mary Luke

Artisan Fair
Rosa Lizarde and Bishnu Maya Pariyar

Beijing Platform for Action Study Group
Jourdan Williams, Susan O’Malley, and Winifred Doherty

Conversation Circles Space
Ivy Koek and Terry Ince

Handbook
Yvonne O’Neal and Alexa Ward

Media
Pamela Morgan and Sheila Katzman

Orientation
Pamela Morgan and Mary Ann Tarantula

Rally
Saeeda Rizvi and Joy Theriot

Reception
Saphira Rameshfar and Madeleine Brecher

Woman of Distinction Award
Margaretha Jones and Mary Luke
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Planning Committee
Volunteers
Kathy Adler, Abeynesh Asrat, Ama Ayah, Fatma Aytec, Queen Mother Blakely,
Amy Banker, Lorenna Barbosa Sousa, Michele Benjamin, Beth Blissman, Patricia
Bradley, Madeleine Brecher, Cece Cole, Patricia Cole, Elaine Congress, Winifred
Doherty, Harriet Dubroff, Kesinee Dulyarat, Victoria Edmunds, Ellen Ferranti,
Shirley Gatenio Gabel, Houry Geudelekian, Patrice Golbourne, Beatrice Goodwin,
Maryella Hannum, Sandy Hecker, Anele Heiges, Carolyn Hubbard-Kamunanwire,
Terry Ince, Ranjit Jayanti, Margaretha Jones, Sally Kader, Sheila Katzman, Grace
Kellett, Azi Khallili, Ivy Koek, Iryna Kurowckyi, Margo LaZaro, Magdalene Lewis,
Rosa Lizarde, Sheila Louder, Mary Luke, Eric McGriff, Pamela Morgan, Trisha
Mukhopadhyay, Carl Murrell, Martha Nicholson, Susan O’Malley, Yvonne O’Neal,
Wunmi Onile-Ere, Alisha Parikh, Bishnu Maya Pariyar, Anna Peverly, Alisha Prasai,
Saphira Rameshfar, Saeeda Rizvi, Pascale Restuccia, Eva Richter, Sorosh Roshan,
Maftuna Saidova, Alexis Schutz, Helaine Soller, Tamara Starr, Mary Ann Tarantula,
Joy Theriot, Rosleny Ubinas, Marcone Vieira, Alexa Ward, Monica Weglarz, Abby
Whitmer, Ernestina Williams, Jourdan Williams, Deanne Wilson, Joan Woods,
Sophie Zaretzky, Gallant Zhuangli

Staff
Tanitra Partivit, Database and Web Administrator
Bernadette Yolande Atwater, Bookkeeper
Devan Zingler, NGO CSW/NY Gender Program Coordinator & Office Manager
Susan Consolati, Project Coordinator

Interns
Alisha Parikh, Maftuna Saidova, Gallant Zhuangli
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Former Chairs
of NGO CSW/NY
Ester Hymer

1972-1982

International Federation of Business and Professional (IFBPW)

Kay Fraleigh

1982-1991

International Alliance of Women (IAW)

Mary Power

1991-1995

Baha’i International Community

Sudha Acharya

1995-1999

All Indian Women’s Conference (AIWC)

Eleanor Brown

1999 June-August

International Federation of Women’s Lawyers (IFWL)

Leslie Wright

1999-2003

World Association of Girl Guides (WAGGS), Zonta International

Bani Dugal

2003-2005

Baha’i International Community

Jackie Shapiro

2005-2007

Zonta International

Vivian Pender

2007-2011

International Psychoanalytical Association (IPA)

Soon-Young Yoon

2011-2015

International Alliance of Women (IAW)

Susan O’Malley

2015-2019

International Federation of Business and Professional Women (IFBPW)
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NGO CSWs 2020
Africa

Memory Kachambwa, FEMNET
Kafui Kuwonu, Women In Law & Development
in Africa (WiLDAF)

Arab/MENA

Lina Abou Habib, Women’s Learning Partnership
Samira Bikarden, Association Democratique
des Femmes Maroc

Asia/Pacific

Carole Shaw, Asia Pacific Women’s Watch (APWW)
Bandana Rana, SAATHI

Geneva

Stacy Dry Lara, Graduate Women International
Carolyn Handschin, WFWP

Latin America/ Mabel Bianco, Foundation for Studies and Research
on Women (FEIM)
Caribbean
Lana Finikin, Sistren Theatre Collective
New York

Houry Geudelekian, Unchained At Last
Ivy Koek, Soka Gakkai International,

Vienna

Laurie Richardson, FAWCO
Christine Peer, Soroptimist International
Leonie Baranes, Women’s International Zionist Organization

Special Thanks…
• Women Have Wings for supporting the work of our Woman of Distinction Awardees
• Victoria Edmonds and The Salvation Army Team for meeting space and assistance
• United Methodist Women for their space, time, personnel, equipment and their
unfailing support of all NGO CSW 2020 activities
• Soon-Young Yoon for her unique and unwavering dedication over many years,
and her heroic efforts to bring fwMAP to reality
• Non-Violence International for providing volunteers to help our parallel events
run smoothly
• Martina Edmonds, M.D. our medical emergency volunteer for Consultation Day
• Hon. Jackie Weatherspoon for her networking extraordinaire
...and the many supporters who have generously given their time and donations
to NGO CSW64 Forum.
We thank you all from the bottom of our hearts!
Handbook design and production: Bethann Carbone and Michael Heil, Branding Ovation
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Economic Empowerment of
Women Entrepreneurs through the
Sustainable Development Goals
Monday, 9th March, 8.30am-10.30am
Venue: Salvation Army Auditorium, 221 East 52nd St. New York

VIP Guest of Honour - Dr Gertrude Mongella

Chair, United Nations 4th World Conference Women, Beijing 1995,
sharing experiences & insights on Beijing+25 & achievements BPW Tanzania.
Celeste Mergens, Days for Girls International

empowering women & girls worldwide through sustainable menstrual care & health education

Önder Şenol, DeFacto, Turkey

DeFacto approach towards women’s empowerment: dreams made of fabric project

Susan Jones, BPW International

developing professional, leadership & business potential of women globally

Rosemary Williams, Millionth Circle Initiative/Women's Perspective, USA
update on Women Economic Forum on 5WCW Mission Million 2022, India

Miriam Cuellar, University of Technology Sydney

women & girls in STEM creating opportunities for the future

Sara Azimi, Peivande Gole Narges, Charity Organization (PGN) Tehran Iran

empowering women & orphaned girls through vocational training, employment & business opportunities

Ezgi Ulusoy Yilmaz, Turuncu Association, Turkey

gender equality, elimination of violence & discrimination of women, girls, LGBT individuals & refugees

Carol Hanlon, Belmont BEC Inc. (BEC Global) BPW Business Incubator, TCF WA Inc.
(TCF Global). BPW Western Australia; Women Economic Forum, Perth, Western Australia
empowering women entrepreneurs though small business training & mentoring, disability projects,
migrant designers, circular economy, sustainability, fashion, creative industries & social enterprises

www.globalgoals.org

www.tcfglobal.com

www.belmontbec.com

ww.bpw.com.au/wa

www.defacto.org.tr

www.wef.org.au

EVENT
HIGHLIGHTS

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES FEMMES

Ending Violence Against Women and Girls:
Best Practices for Women's Empowerment
ICW since 1888

Monday, March 16, 2020 11:30AM-12:45PM
Conference Room 11, UN Building
http://www.icw-cif.com/
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PARALLEL EVENT

Indigenous Women in Mining
and Resources

Championing Women’s Rights and
Addressing Our Sustainable Development
Goals 2030 Commitments
Date: 19 March

Time: 4:30pm–6:00pm

Venue: The Salvation Army
221 East 52nd Street
(between 2nd and 3rd Avenues)

NEW YORK

www.iwimra.com
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Cocktails & Conversation
PLEASE JOIN US FOR

AS WE REFLECT ON 25 YEARS OF
GENDER DATA AND GENDER EQUALITY
FROM BEIJING TO TODAY
MARCH 10 4–6PM

THE FORD FOUNDATION CENTER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
REGISTER AT
BIT.LY/LOOKINGFORWARDLOOKINGBACKEVENT

Unlocking Gender Equality:
Strengthening Civil Registration and Vital Statistics
to Deliver on the Beijing Platform and the SDGs
A breakfast event on the sidelines
of the Commission on the Status of Women
March 11, 8–10AM, The Ford Foundation Center for Social Justice
Register at bit.ly/UnlockingGenderEqualityEvent

123

LAWS MATTER

Enshrining Women’s Rights in the Japanese Constitution:
Beate Sirota Gordon’s Legacy and Its Implications for
Other Countries
Monday, March 16, 2020. 6:15 pm --7:45pm Church of the United Nations
777 United Nations Plaza (44th St. off 1st Ave.) 2d fl. New York, NY
Attendance is free and open to the public; seating is on a first-come, first-served basis

The Women’s Rights Clause, Article 24, of the Japanese Constitution, was drafted in
1946 by 22-year-old, Japanese-speaking Beate Sirota Gordon. Born in Vienna and raised
in Japan, she was at Mills College in California when Pearl Harbor was bombed. Unable
to communicate with her parents who spent the war interned in Japan, she returned to
Japan to look for them in late 1945 as a junior member of General MacArthur’s staff in
the occupation. Fortuitously, she was assigned to work on the Japanese Constitution…
Drawn from constitutions around the world and her childhood experience in Japan, it is a
model for women’s rights. The panel addresses the history and current status of the
Japanese Constitution, Sirota Gordon’s role in its creation, and ensuring women's rights in
Japan and in countries around the world.
Speakers

Professor Carol Gluck, George Sansom Professor of History, Columbia University
“Marriage Shall Be Based on Mutual Consent: Beate Sirota Gordon and
the Japanese Constitution”
Reiko Aoki, Visiting Researcher, National Women’s Education Center of Japan
“The Impact of Article 24 (Women’s Rights) on Japanese Women Today”
Dr. Elizabeth L. Hillman, President, Mills College
“How the Law Matters to Women, Girls, and the Rest of Us”
Nicole Gordon, Moderator, Distinguished Lecturer, Baruch College
(Daughter of Beate Sirota Gordon)
“Serendipity and Opportunity”
Sponsors: National Women’s Education Center of Japan, Saitama, Japan
Mills College, Oakland, CA The Japan Society, New York, NY
In conjunction with The 64th Session of UN Commission on the Status of Women (2020)
Beate Sirota Gordon’s story is recounted in “The Only Woman in the Room” (U. Chicago Press)

https://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/O/bo18058488.html
see https://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/02/world/asia/beate-gordon-feminist-heroine-in-japan-dies-at-89.html
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silentcodes

breaking

Across Australia and the Pacific against sexual abuse and family violence for First Nations Women

Join us as we share the collective experiences and
wisdom of Australian and Pacifica First Nation women’s
journeys out of violence to empowerment.
Panel Discussion Event

The panel discussion event will showcase the power of women’s song lines across Australia
and the Pacific as they individually and collectively share with the global community the
knowledge they have gained in breaking the cycle of violence and the pathways they found
that have allowed women to live freely and safely in their communities.

breaking silent codes
Friday, 13 March 2020 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm (Eastern Daylight Time)
The Salvation Army International Social Justice Commission
221 East 52nd Street, New York, NY 10022
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UK CSWAlliance CSW64 events
All events organised by the UKCSWA
members are found on
nawo.org.uk/csw-alliance/csw-alliance-events/

The UK Civil Society Women’s Alliance is a coalition of 100+
organisations based in the UK, working internationally &
domestically for women and girls and involved in UN
processes. We wish everyone a very successful CSW. We
look forward to working together for positive impact and
welcome you to these events.
There are many events not listed in the hand book. Venue addresses
below. We invite you to ﬁnd out more here:
nawo.org.uk/csw-alliance/csw-alliance-events/
UK Mission (RSVP for security)
One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 885
2nd Ave
FEDCAP
210 East 43rd Street (between
2/3Ave)
Japan Society
East 47th St
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BIC (RSVP for security)
866 UN Plaza, Suite 120 corner of
1st & 39rd St
African Union Permanent
Observer Mission UN, 3 Dag
Hammarskjöld Plaza,
306 East 47th St

Environmental Justice &
Women’s Leadership:

Lessons from CALIFORNIA, a CEDAW State
Wednesday, March 11, 2:30 – 4 pm
UN Church Center, 2nd Floor
California, the fifth largest economy in the world, became
a CEDAW state in 2018, at the forefront of the women’s
human rights movement as it has been at the forefront
of the environmental justice movement. Join an
important conversation about our successes and
remaining challenges with leading international experts.

Elmy Bermejo, President of the San Francisco Commission on
the Environment
Dr. Emily Murase, Director of the San Francisco Department on
the Status of Women
Nancy Kirshner-Rodriguez, Former
Executive Director of the California
Commission on the Status of Women
Bridget Burns, Director at the
Women’s Environment and
Development Organization (WEDO)
Emilia Reyes, Coordinator of Gender
Policies and Budget at Equidad de Genero, Member Mexico
Delegation to the UNFCCC COP 25 in Madrid
Dr. Soon-Young Yoon, Chair of the Board at the Women’s
Environment and Development Organization (WEDO)
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GSMA is helping to bridge the digital gender divide
by leading the mobile industry to become the first
sector to commit to the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
Our work:
– Through the GSMA’s Connected Women
Commitment Initiative mobile operators
have already reached over 30 million
additional women with mobile internet
and mobile money services.
– Our Tech4Girls and Women4Tech
initiatives are working to deliver
advanced digital skills and leadership
opportunities for women and girls.

– The GSMA is a co-founder of EQUALS,
the largest international public-private
partnership working to deliver digital
gender equality.
– The GSMA is committed to the UN
Women’s Empowerment Principles.

For more information visit: www.gsma.com/connectedwomen
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS OF NIGERIA
ALL-FEMALE ORGANIZATION | FOUNDED IN 1996 |

FOUNDER: DAME ESTHER UDUEHI

ESTABLISHED
TO EDUCATE AND
MOBILIZE WOMEN
TO PLAY A LARGER ROLE
IN GOVERNMENT
AND
PUBLIC AFFAIRS
IN NIGERIA

#TogetherWeCan
#YesWeCan

Sensitization of Women for Voters Registration.
Advocacy for Women inclusion in Governance.

Empowerig Women for Economic Stability.
Lobbying to influence policies that favour Women.
Education on Women’s Civil Rights and Responsibility.
Establishment of Trust Fund to support Women Participation in politics.

NON
Partisan
Religious
Tribal
Sectarian

Sectional

Profit Civic Organization

nilowvoters
No. 23, IT Igbani Street ,
Off Obafemi Awolowo Road Jabi,
Abuja, Nigeria

@Nilowvoters

info@nilowv.org

+234 (0) 909 230 8525

www.nilowv.org

League of Women Voters
of Nigeria
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慈濟基金會
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Higher Education and Gender
Research Institutes:
Advancing Beijing+25 and SDGs
Monday, March 9, 2020
2:30-4:00 p.m.
Church Center for the
United Nations, 10th Floor,
777 United Nations Plaza,
New York, NY 10017

This panel will showcase five ongoing initiatives in Cape Verde, Georgia,
India, Kenya, Liberia, Mexico, Mongolia, Spain, Ukraine, and the United
States led by higher education and gender research institutes.

Speakers:
• Cynthia Blandford, University Consortium for Liberia
• PeiYao Chen, Global Fund for Women
• Clementina Furtado, CIGEF, University of Cabo Verde
• Layli Maparyan, Wellesley Centers for Women, Wellesley College
• Dionne Stephens, Florida International University

Register
wcwonline.org
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A MIDWIFE FOR EVERY MOTHER:
THE SOLUTION FOR SAFE BIRTH IN HAITI

700
5000
7000

BIRTHS PER
YEAR

ASSISTING

CARING
FOR

BABIES
PER YEAR

PRENATALS
PER YEAR

PROVIDING

MAMABABYHAITI.ORG

BIRTH
CENTER

MOBILE
CLINICS

MIDWIFERY
SCHOOL
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25 YEARS AFTER BEIJING

- ARE WE HALF WAY HOME?
VICAR HOPE FOUNDATION
invites you to a

UN-CSW 64 PARALLEL
SESSION EVENT

“

SYNERGISING
TO ACHIEVE WOMEN

EMPOWERMENT
AND EQUALITY

“

An African perspective

Date: Friday March 13, 2020
Venue: 4W 43rd Street, (Social Hall)
New York City, USA
Time: 8.30 am

This 2020, as the global
community marks 25years
of the Beijing Declaration,
Vicar Hope Foundation is
reviewing actions taken in
the local African context
towards its realization. The
review will include an
assessment of current
challenges that affect the
implementation of the
Platform for Action and the
achievement of gender
equality and the
empowerment of women
and its contribution
towards the full realization
of the 2030 agenda for
sustainable development.

Y
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www.vicarhopefoundation.org
vicarhopefoundation@gmail.com
Vicar hope vicarhopeprojects@gmail.com
info@vicarhopefoundation.org
+2348035752719

137

138

䌀伀䰀䰀䄀䈀伀刀䄀吀䔀
䤀一一伀嘀䄀吀䔀
吀䄀䬀䔀 䄀䌀吀䤀伀一
挀爀攀愀琀椀瘀攀 挀漀愀氀椀琀椀漀渀ⴀ戀甀椀氀搀椀渀最

椀渀琀攀爀最攀渀攀爀愀琀椀漀渀愀氀Ⰰ 椀渀琀攀爀猀攀挀琀椀漀渀愀氀 瀀氀愀渀猀
䈀攀椀樀椀渀最⬀㈀㔀Ⰰ ㌀㈀㔀⼀圀倀匀Ⰰ ⬀ ㈀㈀㔀 ⼀夀倀匀

匀攀渀愀琀漀爀 䴀愀爀椀氀漀甀 䴀挀倀栀攀搀爀愀渀 ⬀ 夀漀甀琀栀 䄀搀瘀椀猀漀爀猀Ⰰ 䌀愀渀愀搀愀
䴀愀爀椀氀漀甀⸀䴀挀倀栀攀搀爀愀渀䀀猀攀渀⸀瀀愀爀氀⸀最挀⸀挀愀
䀀匀攀渀䴀愀爀椀氀漀甀
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FORTUNE EMPIRE
FortuneEmpire.net

HARLEM USA TO BEIJING, CHINA
Queen Mother Dr. Delois Blakely and Winnie Madikizela-Mandela
attended the Fourth World Conference on Women (1995) in Beijing, China
sponsored by Harlem Women International-New Future Foundation, Inc.
@queenmothernews
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@QueenMotherDrDeloisBlakely

newfuturefoundation.org

The American Bar Association (ABA) salutes the United Nations Commission
on the Status Of Women and NGO CSW64. The ABA celebrates the twentyfifth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women and adoption
of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. The ABA also joins the
international community in recognition of the 100th anniversary of the 19th
amendment to the US Constitution giving women the right to vote. The
ABA Rule of Law Initiative, ABA Commission on Women in the Profession,
and Center for Human Rights are proud to support the rule of law and the
global advancement of the rights of women and girls. The American Bar
Association is the world’s largest voluntary professional organization with more
than 350,000 members and is a consultative NGO with the United Nations.
Photo: In coordination with the organization Action Femmes Sourdes, ABA ROLI staff
were taught French sign language skills to help deaf sexual violence
survivors navigate the justice system in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
For inquiries about ABA’s Global Programs, please contact David Dettman at
david.dettman@americanbar.org.
Do you have ideas about how the ABA can work with the UN?
The ABA’s Representatives and Observers to the UN can be reached at
sherry.garay@americanbar.org.
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Once we start to act,
hope is everywhere.
So instead of looking
for hope, look for action.
Then, and only then
hope will come.
— Greta Thunberg —
TEDxStockholmSweden, November 2018

The NGO Committee on the Status of Women, New York
777 United Nations Plaza, 1st Floor

New York, NY 10017

www.ngocsw.org

